
Brucellosis Vaccination Program 
 

  I am in the process of planning another area wide brucellosis  vaccination pro-

gram like I had the last 2 years.  It will be on September 16, 2013.  You will be 

able to bring heifers (4-12 months old) to be vaccinated for Bangs at the Ag 

Building in Raceland.  A veterinarian will administer the vaccine.  If you have 

heifers to vaccinate, please call me by September 1, 2013 and let me know how 

many you’ll bring.  Once I have everyone that will participate, I will send out a 

time schedule for you to show up so you won’t have to wait long.  The cost will 

be $7.00 per head.  I would like to encourage everyone keeping replacement 

females to have the Bangs vaccination.  Hopefully, this program will be conven-

ient and cheaper for you to accomplish this.  Remember, call me as soon as 

possible if you want to participate to get your name on the list.  My number is 

985/446-1316.  If I’m not in, leave a message with the secretary.  
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New Insecticide for Armyworm Control 
 

A new insecticide has been labeled for armyworm con-

trol in pastures.  It is called Prevathon and is made by 

Dupont.  Prevathon has no grazing and haying re-

strictions.  It is applied at 10-13 fluid ounces per acre.  It 

has some residual control on key worm species.  Other 

insecticides used for controlling armyworms are Intrep-

id, Confirm and Sevin.  Confirm is the insecticide that 

sugarcane farmers use to control sugarcane borers.  It is 

a biological control insecticide that interferes with the 

molting process of the worms. 

Youth Livestock Program 
 

The youth livestock program has been a prominent part of 4-H and FFA for many years.  
Raising a livestock animal as a youth project teaches responsibility, financial manage-
ment, knowledge of livestock, competition and more.  The project also offers more than 
just exhibition of animals.  Participants are able to participate in livestock judging contests, 
join youth breed associations, attend educational programs as well as becoming more 
involved in the 4-H and FFA programs.  Livestock projects include beef, sheep, goats, 
dairy, swine, horses, rabbits and chickens.  I’d like to encourage boys and girls who are 
members of 4-H clubs or FFA chapters to get involved in the livestock project.  Posses-
sion dates for steers is August 15; exhibition poultry – November 1; sheep, goats, beef 
breeding and dairy – November 9; swine – December 7 and horses – April 1.  Rabbits 
should be in possession 1 month before a show, if possible.  There is still time for a 4-H or 
FFA member to purchase a livestock animal.  Call the 4-H office or talk to an Ag teacher if 
you have someone interested in participating in this very worthwhile program. 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://insectz.files.wordpress.com/2010/12/armyworms.jpg&imgrefurl=http://insectz.wordpress.com/2010/12/12/armyworms/&h=250&w=244&sz=71&tbnid=XyrBtewZkcHiRM:&tbnh=98&tbnw=96&prev=/search%3Fq%3Darmyworms%26tbm%3Disch%26
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Table 1. Cool-season Pasture and Forage Crop Varieties Suggested for consideration in 2013-2014. 

Crop Varieties 

Grasses 

  Tall Fescue AU Triumph, Forager, Georgia 5, Penngrazer, Jessup, Kentucky-31 

Oats RAM Plotspike LA 9339, RAM LA 99016, Shooter (NF27 is considered promis-

ing.) 

Cereal Rye Maton, Maton II, Oklon,Wintergrazer 70 

Annual Ryegrass Diamond T, Earlyploid, Flying A, Fria, Grits, Gulf, Jackson, Jumbo, Marshall, Maxi-
mus, Nelson Tetraploid, Passerel Plus, Prine,TAMTBO,Winterhawk (The varie-
ties Lonestar and Tetrastar are considered promising.) 

Wheat No commercial varieties have been tested in recent years. 

Legumes 

  Alfalfa AmeriGraze 702 

Arrowleaf Clover Amclo, Meechi,Yuchi, Apache 

Berseem Clover Bigbee 

Crimson Clover Chief, Dixie,Tibbee, AU Robin 

Red Clover Kenland, Kenstar, Cherokee, Southern Belle 

Subterranean Clover Mount Barker, Nangeela,Tallarook,Woogenellup 

White Clover LA S-1, Osceola, Regalgraze, Pinnacle, Durana 

Ball Clover Grazer’s Select 

Planting Depth 

Clovers and other small-seeded legumes should generally be planted at depths of 1/4 to 1/2 inch. Do not cover them deeper 
than 3/4 inch, or poor stands will result. 

Ryegrass and fescue should be planted about 1/2 inch deep but can tolerate coverage of up to 1 inch under favorable mois-
ture and temperature conditions. They should not be covered deeper than 1 inch. Small grains need soil coverage of about 1 inch 
for good germination and emergence. 

If seedbeds are soft and fluffy, rolling them before planting can help achieve the proper planting depth. 

Seeding Dates 

Planting pasture and forage crops at the proper date (Table 3) is important to allow good germination and emergence. Plant-
ing date can also affect the probability of seedling exposure to insect and disease problems. Planting should be early enough to 
allow good crop establishment before winter weather becomes severe. The amount of growth produced by plants and the amount 
of grazing available before winter freezes occur are affected by the planting date. Seed planted into prepared seedbeds can be 
planted earlier than if planted into undisturbed sod since summer grass sod remains competitive in the early fall planting season. 
Planting too early into growing sod may result in poor stands or stand failures. 

Inoculate Legumes 

Forage legumes, when they have the proper rhizobia in root nodules, can provide their own nitrogen and often furnish some 
additional nitrogen for use by associated grasses. The rhizobia needed are not the same for all legumes and are not even the 
same for all clovers. Application of the proper rhizobia to the seed before planting (inoculation) is necessary to ensure that they 
are present. Only packages of rhizobia with labels which specify the legume that is being planted, and for which the expiration 
date has not passed, should be used. Using an adhesive in applying the inoculant increases the effectiveness of inoculation. 

Either commercial adhesives or mixtures of water with syrup or sugar or regular sugary beverages can be used. 
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Table 3. Planting Dates for Cool-season Pasture and Forage Crops  

  
Table 2. Seeding Rates for Cool-season Pasture and Forage Crops 

  
Crop 

Seeding Rate (lb/A) 

Planted Alone Planted in Mixture 

Grasses     

Tall Fescue 30 20 

Oats 100 60 

Cereal Rye 90 50 

Annual Ryegrass 30 20 

Wheat 90 60 

Legumes     

Alfalfa 20-30 --- 

Arrowleaf Clover 8 5 

Berseem Clover 20 15 

Crimson Clover 15 12 

Red Clover 12 8 

Subterranean Clover 15 12 

White Clover 5 3 

Ball Clover 5 3 

  
Crops 

Planting Dates for 

Prepared Seedbeds Sod Planting 

Grasses 

Tall Fescue Sept. 20-Oct. 15 --- 

Oats Sept. 1-Oct. 15 (N LA) Approx. Oct. 15 

Sept. 15-Oct. 15 (S LA) Approx. Oct. 15 

Cereal Rye Sept. 20-Oct. 15 Approx. Oct. 15 

Annual Ryegrass Sept. 20-Oct. 15 Approx. Oct. 15 

Wheat Sept. 20-Oct. 15 Approx. Oct. 15 

Legumes 

Alfalfa Oct. 5-Oct. 20 --- 

Arrowleaf Clover Oct. 1-Nov. 15 Oct. 15-Nov. 15 

Berseem Clover Oct. 1-Nov. 15 Oct. 15-Nov. 15 

Crimson Clover Oct. 1-Nov. 15 Oct. 15-Nov. 15 

Red Clover Oct. 1-Nov. 15 Oct. 15-Nov. 15 

Subterranean Clover Oct. 1-Nov. 15 Oct. 15-Nov. 15 

White Clover Oct. 1-Nov. 15 Oct. 15-Nov. 15 

Ball Clover Oct. 1-Nov. 15 Oct. 15-Nov. 15 
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Beef Cattle Water Requirements 
 

There are many factors that affect wa-
ter intake including dry matter intake, 
ambient temperature, and stage and 
level of production. 
 

Water sources should be monitored 
during warmer months to prevent 
cattle exposure to blue-green algae (or 
cyanobacteria).  These bacteria can 
produce toxins that can kill cattle very 
rapidly.  They are commonly found in 
stock water sources that have become 
stagnant due to warmer water tem-
peratures and a lack of rain or fresh 
water. 
 

The table to the right outlines an esti-
mate of the requirements of cattle at 
different stages of production, weight, 
and temperatures.  It was adapted 
from the 2000 NRC. 
 

The above requirements are all very conservative amounts and may not necessarily meet that of cattle being 
raised in the hot and humid climate of the southeastern United States.  Always provide ample amounts of 
clean water. 

 

 

Approximate Total Daily Water Intake (gallons) 

Weight (lbs) 40°F 50°F 60°F 70°F 80°F 90°F 

Growing Cattle 

400 4.0 4.3 5.0 5.8 6.7 9.5 

600 5.3 5.8 6.6 7.8 8.9 12.7 

800 6.3 6.8 7.9 9.2 10.6 15 

Finishing Cattle 

600 6.0 6.5 7.4 8.7 10.0 14.3 

800 7.3 7.9 9.1 10.7 12.3 17.4 

1000 8.7 9.4 10.8 12.6 14.5 20.6 

Wintering Pregnant Cows 

1100 6.0 7.2 8.3 9.7 - - 

Lactating Cows 

900 11.4 12.6 14.5 16.9 17.9 16.2 

Mature Bulls 

1600+ 8.7 9.4 10.8 12.6 14.5 20.0 

National Research Council.  2000. Nutrient Requirements of Beef Cattle. 7th Revised Edition, 

1996: Update 2000. Nat6ional Academy Press. Washington, D. D. 

   CATTLE MARKET Week of Week of Week of 

Data Source: USDA-AMS Market News 7/19/2013 7/12/2013 7/20/2012 

5-Area all grades, live weight, $/cwt $119.87 $119.75 $112.90 

Fed Steer all grades, dressed weight, $/cwt $192.52 $192.70 $178.88 

Boxed Beef Choice Price, 600-900 lb., $/cwt $189.83 $193.30 $182.07 

  Choice-Select Spread, $/cwt $5.83 $8.22 $10.01 

700-800 lb. Montana 3-market average, $/cwt -- $137.00 $129.62 

Feeder Nebraska 7-market average, $/cwt $155.12 $154.83 $139.17 

Steer Oklahoma 8-market average, $/cwt $148.17 $146.60 $138.18 

500-600 lb. Montana 3-market average, $/cwt -- -- -- 

Feeder Nebraska 7-market average, $/cwt $178.88 $176.12 $151.54 

Steer Oklahoma 8-market average, $/cwt $163.96 $159.56 $140.18 

Feed Corn, Omaha, NE, $/bu (Thursday) $6.97 $7.14 $8.12 

Grains DDGS Price, Nebraska, $/ton $226.25 $224.10 $291.45 

  WDGS Price, Nebraska, $/ton $110.50 $116.25 $145.90 
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 Disaster Readiness for  
Beef Producers  

 

The double punch of hurricanes Katrina and Rita in the fall of 2005 was devastating to Gulf 
Coast beef producers. In disasters of this magnitude, it is impossible to prevent all of the devas-
tating losses. However, advanced planning can help producers minimize the loss of animal lives 
and the health problems associated with all disasters. Due to the vulnerability of Louisiana to 
hurricanes and their potential to cause widespread damage due to high winds and flooding, hur-
ricane preparedness is essential. And much of the disaster preparation for hurricanes will also 
help prepare for other disasters, such as fire, hazardous material spills, animal disease outbreaks, 
etc. It must be stressed that although help may be available from many sources following a dis-
aster, producers themselves are ultimately responsible for the welfare of their animals and 
should prepare accordingly.  

 

Well in advance of a potential disaster situation, producers should evaluate their herd health 
programs with their veterinarian. Cattle that undergo evacuation either before or after a disaster 
will be stressed and are likely to be commingled with other cattle. Herd biosecurity will be 
breached, which makes increasing herd immunity imperative. Pneumonia and abortions should 
be anticipated and can be minimized with proper herd nutrition and vaccinations. 

 

Animal identification is also important. If cattle get evacuated and commingled, or escape and 
are later captured, it’s essential to be able to identify the herd of origin through brands or tags. 
Many cattle look alike, and plain numbered dangle tags and tattoos can be duplicated. So if cattle 
aren’t branded, producers should identify the farm or ranch on the dangle tag or tattoo, or use 
electronic identification that is unique to each individual animal. Pictures and/or videos of cattle 
may also help identify cattle later.  

 

In situations such as hurricanes where advanced warning is given, health papers should be 
provided by a veterinarian if cattle are to be evacuated, particularly if traveling across state lines. 
In some situations it may not be possible to evacuate or rescue all animals, so producers should 
prioritize animals so their most valuable stock gets attention first. Copies of herd records, proof 
of ownership and registration papers should be stored in a safe place.  

 

Beef cattle pose special problems when it comes to mass evacuation, so plans should be 
made weeks in advance of a potential disaster. Producers should partner with other farms to pro-
vide trucking and also evacuation space so public holding areas can be used for rescued animals. 
Biosecurity issues (potential for disease transmission between herds) should be discussed when 
making these arrangements. Producers should have safe, efficient penning and loading facilities 
ready in advance. Livestock trailers should be inspected to make sure they are ready for hauling 
long distances. If flooding or high winds are expected and animals cannot be evacuated, they 
should be left in large open pastures and not put in barns.  
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      Producers should coordinate plans with other local agriculture-related groups such as Extension Ser-
vices, USDA’s Natural Resource Conservation Services and Farm Service Agencies, Farm Bureau, local cat-
tlemen’s associations, livestock auction markets, feed stores, etc. Different tasks such as livestock hauling; 
feed, fuel and generator acquisition and distribution; and animal evacuation, rescue and treatment should 
be assigned to individuals or groups in advance. Primary and contingent holding areas for evacuated and/
or rescued cattle as well as staging areas for feed and fuel distribution should be identified in advance. 
Special evacuation routes for cattle should be considered so loaded trucks and trailers can keep moving to 
avoid heat stress in the animals. Early evacuation is necessary as roads may be closed to trailer and tow-
ing traffic as a storm approaches.  

In large-scale disasters involving high numbers of cattle, providing food and fresh water is the first pri-
ority. Although difficult in many situations, efforts should be made to have an emergency supply of feed 
and water stored in a safe place. Adult beef cows need 15-20 gallons of water per head per day. Storage 
tanks previously holding chemicals should not be used to store water. If wells depend on electricity to 
pump water, hand pumps or generators should be available in case of electrical outages. Producers should 
make their local extension office aware in advance of the numbers of animals and their locations. This will 
help ensure that your animals are included in immediate feed distributions if available. Otherwise, feed 
may not be distributed until this information can be verified, which puts the animals at risk.  

Cattle that have been standing in water for prolonged periods of time may have skin infections and 
may be susceptible to tetanus. Dehydration and digestive upsets may occur if animals have been drinking 
water with high salinity. Damage to chemical storage buildings and fences may allow cattle access to toxic 
chemicals or plants. Severely injured or sick animals may require veterinary treatment or euthanasia. If 
animals do need treatment, working facilities should be inspected before use, as they may have been 
damaged. Access to portable working facilities should be arranged in advance. Ropes, halters and wire 
cutters should also be collected in advance and stored in a safe place. Plastic/nylon halters and ropes 
should be avoided in disasters involving fire, as they may melt on the animal and cause injury. With the 
help of a veterinarian, an emergency supply of medications and supplies can be readied in advance.  

Besides portable working facilities and corrals, other equipment needs should be arranged. Tractors 
and forklifts to move feed and supplies, trucks and trailers for hauling cattle, and feed and water troughs 
may be needed. Following widespread flooding, airboats and cowboys on horseback may be able to reach 
areas where cattle are stranded. Local residents familiar with the area should be dedicated in advance to 
acting as guides for out-of-town volunteers.  

     There is no way to prepare for every situation that arises in a disaster. However, by working closely 
with other producers and agricultural leaders, cattlemen can lessen the impact of a disaster on their oper-
ation.  

Disaster Readiness Checklist  
 

• Herd health and vaccinations up-to-date  
• Animal identification  
• Health papers  
• Prioritize herd  
• Records stored in safe location  
• Evacuation plan  
• Cash available for emergency purchases (credit cards may not work if power/phone service is interrupt-
ed or lines are jammed)  
• Food and water for 1-2 weeks.  
• Emergency equipment and first aid supplies stored  
• Partner with other producers/farms  
• Coordinate plans with agricultural groups 


