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USDA to survey cattle operations 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana – In January, the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s 
National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) will survey nearly 500 cattle 
operations statewide to provide an up-to-date measure of the United States 
cattle inventory. 

“This information helps producers make timely, informed business decisions 
and plan for herd expansion or reduction. It also helps packers and government 
leaders evaluate expected slaughter volume for future months and determine 
potential supplies for export,” explained Kathy Broussard, State Statistician, 
Louisiana Field Office. “Obtaining the current count of cattle will serve as an 
important decision-making tool for the entire agriculture industry.” 

During the first two weeks of January, Louisiana producers will have the 
opportunity to report their beef and dairy cattle inventories, calf crop, death 
loss and cattle on feed information. To make it as easy as possible for producers 
to participate in the survey, NASS offers the option of responding via the 
Internet, mail, or telephone with a local NASDA representative. 

The January Cattle Report will be released on January 29, 2021. This and all 
NASS reports are available online at ww.nass.usda.gov/Publications/index.php. 
For more information, call the NASS Delta Regional Office at (800) 327-2970. 

 
Where have all the cattle vets gone? - Beef 
Brunch Educational Series 
We invite you to join us for our free, live webinar in the Beef Brunch 

Educational Series next Tuesday, January 12th at 10:30 a.m. Dr. Christine 

Navarre, Extension Veterinarian for the LSU AgCenter, will discuss the shortage 

of food animal veterinarians in her talk, “Where have all the cattle vets gone?” 

The webinar will be hosted through Microsoft Teams. An internet connection is 

required but a microphone and webcam are not necessary. The Teams 

application may be downloaded by smartphone or tablet or can be used in any 

web browser. 

Participants may join by accessing the webinar online at 

www.lsuagcenter.com/beefbrunch.
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We recommend that participants test the system’s connectivity before the meeting. 

Participants may also join by telephone for audio only by calling 1-225-614-2374 and using webinar identification code 

234 048 411#. 

For more information on the Beef Brunch webinar, please contact Ashley Edwards at 512-818-5476 or 

akedwards@agcenter.lsu.edu. 

 

2021 Private Pesticide Applicator Recertification – Virtual Events 
Due to the continuing effects of COVID-19 in Louisiana, the Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry (LDAF) and 

the LSU AgCenter Administration have approved that both virtual (online/computer based) recertification training 

opportunities and face-to-face (in-person) recertification opportunities will be offered to all private pesticide applicators 

in need of recertification by March 31, 2021.  

If you wish to attend one of these virtual training events (using Microsoft Teams) you may choose and pre-register for 

one of the following events: 

Schedule for Upcoming Virtual Trainings [Private Pesticide Applicator Recertification] 

Virtual Recertifications Times 

January 20, 2021 1:00 – 2:30 PM 

February 3, 2021 8:30 – 10:00 AM 

February 17, 2021 1:00 – 2:30 PM 

March 3, 2021 8:30 – 10:00 AM 

March 17, 2021 1:00 – 2:30 PM 

March 31, 2021 8:30 – 10:00 AM 

 

Virtual Training Details: 
This virtual training will be done live, in an online format through Microsoft TEAMS. Applicators who are planning to 

participate in virtual recertification and have pre-registered must have an email address and access to the internet. You 

will receive an email the Monday prior to the meeting with an invitation and instructions. All participants in the virtual 

recertification must attend a virtual technology check the day prior to the event at 8:30 AM to make sure that 

everything works properly. This will help to reduce issues during the training event. Applicators must have a camera for 

LDAF to monitor participation in the event. In addition to the camera, participants will be given simple quiz questions 

throughout the event to assist in monitoring participation.  

When registering for the event, please provide your LDAF card number and what parish you are located in. 

The LSU AgCenter will continue to offer in-person recertification opportunities in each parish. Those dates can be found 

by contacting your local county agent or at: www.agcenter.lsu.edu/pesticide in the Private Applicator section. At an in-

person training event, attendee’s will be required to social distance and wear face masks. These guidelines will be in 

place to keep everyone as safe as possible, while in-person. Each in-person meeting location will have a maximum 

number of attendees that the location can handle while meeting state indoor meeting requirements. Please make sure 

that you pre-register for whichever meeting you plan to attend. If you are not able to attend a virtual or an in-person 

recertification event, LDAF does allow for recertification by re-testing in each certification category.  

If you wish to attend one of the above virtual recertification events, please pre-register for it using the following link: 

https://www.lsuagcenter.com/virtualpparecertification 



United States Cattle on Feed Up Slightly 
Cattle and calves on feed for the slaughter market in the United States for feedlots with capacity of 1,000 or more head 
totaled 12.0 million head on December 1, 2020. The inventory was slightly above December 1, 2019. 
 
Placements in feedlots during November totaled 1.91 million head, 9 percent below 2019. Net placements were 1.85 
million head. During November, placements of cattle and calves weighing less than 600 pounds were 520,000 head, 
600-699 pounds were 460,000 head, 700-799 pounds were 400,000 head, 800-899 pounds were 306,000 head, 
900-999 pounds were 130,000 head, and 1,000 pounds and greater were 90,000 head. 
 
Marketings of fed cattle during November totaled 1.78 million head, 2 percent below 2019. 

 

The 2021 Cattle Market Beginning Slate 
Derrell S. Peel, Oklahoma State University Extension Livestock Marketing Specialist 

The cattle industry, like everyone else, is more than ready to move past 2020 and into a new year.  While the industry 
will start the year with a new slate, there are numerous factors in place that will shape markets for, at least, the first few 
months of 2021.  Cattle markets face a mix of opportunities and challenges as the New Year begins. 
 
The pandemic continues and seems likely to face the worst conditions to date in the next few months.  For cattle 
markets, this means a continuation of a limited food service sector and more challenges in food product markets.  Boxed 
beef prices at the end of 2020 were just about exactly equal to one year earlier but that obscures the continuing 
variation in food service and retail grocery product demands.  Primal chuck and round prices were higher year over year 
along with ribs, while loins were down.  Food service dependent products continue to be noticeably affected by limited 
demand with, for example, prices for tenderloin down 14 percent; Petite tender prices down 25 percent and brisket 
prices down four percent, while strip loin steaks (popular in retail grocery) are up 12 percent year over year.  Overall 
beef demand has been, and continues, strong but the challenges to food supply chains will continue. 
 
Grain and oilseed prices are significantly higher than one year ago as 2021 begins.   On average, cash corn prices in 
December 2020 were about 22 percent higher than one year earlier, with sorghum prices up over 50 percent; wheat 
prices up about 30 percent; and soybean prices up 35 percent year over year.   Dried distillers grains (DDGs) prices at the 
end of 2020 were roughly 39 percent higher than the end of 2019.  Higher feed prices mean higher feedlot ration costs 
and higher supplemental feed costs for stocker and cow-calf production.  Cattle production will be affected by higher 
feed prices, not so much in terms of how much production will occur, but more in terms of how production will change.  
For example, higher ration costs will change feedlot demand for the type and size of feeder cattle preferred in feedlots. 
 
At the end of 2020, 41 percent of the U.S. was experiencing some degree of drought (Drought Monitor D1-D4), mostly in 
the western half of the country. One year ago, the D1-D4 level in the country was less than 10 percent. The current level 
of drought is concerning and, should it persist into the coming growing season, may have significant impacts rather 
quickly in 2021.  Drought generally expanded through 2020 to encompass most of the Rocky Mountain and western 
Plains regions.   
 
Hay supplies going into 2021 appear to be adequate with a slight reduction in 2020 hay production offset by larger May 
1 beginning stocks.  Hay prices in late 2020 were slightly lower year over year for both alfalfa and other hay and are 
projected to average lower in 2021.  In part, the lower price projections reflect expectations of less total hay demand as 
cattle numbers decline in 2021.  Regional hay market conditions vary considerably and are be higher than the national 
average prices in regions where drought is more severe. Persistent drought conditions may influence both hay demand 
and supply in 2021. 
 
Cattle prices struggled through much of 2020 but ended the year with some momentum.  Calf prices in Oklahoma were 
close to year earlier levels at the end of December and increased nearly 20 percent from lows earlier in the fall.   



Prices for heavier feeder cattle remained about 7 percent below year earlier levels at the end of the year but similarly 
increased roughly 13 percent from fall 2020 lows.  Fed cattle prices finished the year with strength that represented a 
roughly 18 percent increase from summer lows but were more than 8 percent lower year over year. 
 
Strong beef demand and tightening cattle supplies provide cautious optimism for cattle markets in 2021.  Higher feed 
prices and continuing drought conditions are threats to individual producers and perhaps to overall market conditions in 
the coming year.  Consumer demand will be supported by additional federal stimulus for a time but continuing 
macroeconomic challenges will persist through the year. The continuing pandemic and the time needed for vaccine 
implementation suggest that much of the promise of 2021 may be pushed into the second half of the year.  In the 
meantime, uncertainty and volatility are likely to remain elevated and risk management continues to be a key 
management and marketing consideration. 
 

Health Care and Nutritional Management of Beef Bulls 
Jason E. Holmes, Regional Livestock Specialist, LSU AgCenter (Source:  LSU AgCenter publication #3232) 

Breeding Soundness Examination (BSE) should be completed each year at least three months before breeding season. 

This leaves time to recheck questionable bulls and locate replacements if necessary.  A BSE is a uniform method of 

assessing a bull’s likelihood of accomplishing pregnancy in an appropriate number of open, healthy, cycling cows or 

heifers in a defined breeding season. Bulls can be classified as satisfactory or unsatisfactory potential breeders. A 

classification of unsatisfactory does not mean a bull is completely sterile but is considered sub-fertile. A sub-fertile bull 

eventually may get cows pregnant, but he will take longer than a fertile bull to settle a group of cows. The result is that 

sub-fertile bulls produce fewer calves as well as calves that are born late in the calving season, which are therefore 

younger and lighter at weaning. The net effect is fewer pounds of beef per exposed cow. A breeding soundness 

evaluation does not evaluate a bull’s libido or actual mating ability, nor does it ensure that a bull will remain a 

satisfactory potential breeder the entire breeding season. If a bull suffers injury to its feet, legs, reproductive tract, or 

other area, such an injury may render it incapable of breeding cows. Therefore, it is important to observe bulls closely 

throughout the breeding season for libido, mating ability, health, and injuries. For more information on BSEs, see “Bull 

Breeding Soundness Evaluations” at www.lsuagcenter.com. Dr. Chance Armstrong, LSU School of Veterinary Medicine, 

also has an excellent YouTube video demonstrating what is done during a bull soundness exam, and gives you tips to 

make sure you are getting the most out of BSEs. The video can be found at 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xL31VLVPRtw 

Disease Prevention 
A preventative herd health plan should always include bulls. A comprehensive plan for bulls should be developed with 

the herd veterinarian and include purchasing decisions (health status of the herd of origin), vaccinations, deworming and 

nutrition. Vaccinations are generally the same as for the cow herd, but additional or more frequent vaccinations may be 

warranted based on the value of the bulls. Bulls are generally more susceptible to parasites, so attention to both internal 

and external parasite control is crucial. Any disease that impacts the health of bulls can impact fertility. In the South, 

heat stress is a major cause of bull infertility and decreased libido. High temperatures, especially combined with high 

humidity and high night-time temperatures, are especially detrimental to bull health and fertility. Bos taurus breeds, 

especially those from northern herds, are more susceptible. 

Minerals 
All bulls should be maintained on a good, balanced mineral program like the rest of the herd. In many areas of the 

southern United States, commercial cow herds are split with some cows calving in the spring and the remainder calving 

in the fall. This allows for double use of the bulls and, therefore, reduced bull costs for the entire herd. Special 

management considerations must be employed to make this program successful. Bulls that finish a summer breeding 

season will often need to regain body condition before a fall breeding season begins. Likewise, bulls leaving a fall-winter 

breeding season may need to gain considerable weight before the next spring. Again, Young bulls will need to gain at 

least 2-2.5 pounds a day to replenish body condition lost in the previous breeding season. 



Nutrition 
Bulls can be nutritionally classified into one of three categories: 

Mature bulls in good body condition - Mature bulls can subsist on a 100% forage-based diet of moderate quality (7-10% 

crude protein and 50% TDN). They will consume approximately 2% of their body weight. For example, a 2,000-pound 

bull will need approximately 40 lbs. of dry matter. 

Mature bulls that need to gain weight - Mature bulls that need to gain weight will require forage plus potentially a grain 

supplement. Their diet will need to consist of 8-10% crude protein and 55-65% TDN. The greater the weight gain 

needed, the greater the energy concentration needed in the diet. 

Young bulls (2-year-olds and yearlings) - Young bulls should be targeted to be about 75% percent of their mature weight 

at two years of age. Young bulls need to gain up to 2.5 pounds per day from weaning to 15 months. Growth should 

continue at 2.0 to 2.5 pounds per day until three years of age. Supplemental feed should be fed to young bulls during 

breeding season if needed. 

 

 

 

        

Week of Week of Week of

Data Source: USDA-AMS Market News 1/8/2021 1/1/2021 1/3/2020

all grades, live weight, $/cwt  $     111.51  $     109.19  $     124.21 

all grades, dressed weight, $/cwt  $     175.67  $     171.80  $     198.60 

Choice Price, 600-900 lb., $/cwt  $     206.73  $     209.65  $     208.96 

Choice-Select Spread, $/cwt  $      10.25  $      12.74  $        5.07 

Mississippi statewide market average, M&L #1-2, $/cwt  $     142.05  --- 

Missouri statewide market average, M&L #1-2, $/cwt  $     150.10  $     155.43  $     153.70 

Oklahoma City market average, M&L #1-2, $/cwt  $     149.47  $     150.90 

Corn, Kansas City, $/bu  $        4.94  $        4.85  $        3.99 

Corn, Pine Bluff, AR, $/bu  $        5.20  $        4.86  $        4.09 

DDGS,Iowa, $/ton  $     170.00  $     160.00  $     142.50 

Soybean Meal, Rail, Central IL, $/ton  $     385.80  $     375.90  $     304.60 

Cottonseed Meal, Memphis, $/ton  $     430.00  --- 

Whole Cottonseed, Memphis, $/ton  $     295.00  $     245.00  --- 

5-Area Fed 

Steer

Boxed 

Beef

500-600 lb. 

Feeder 

Steer Price

Feed 

Grains

January – February 2021 
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