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Scouting for Armyworms 
Source: LSU AgCenter publication #3631 

The best approach to limiting the amount of injury sustained by armyworms to 
a forage or pasture crop is to routinely scout. Producers may watch for the 
presence of birds in a field as an indicator of armyworms. This method should 
not be the only method used to check for armyworms because this indication 
often is too late to avoid field injury as birds do not show up until the 
caterpillars are big enough to attract their attention.  

Early signs of infestations by small larvae cause plants to have a “windowpane” 
appearance. This is due to the larvae’s inability at small sizes to chew 
completely through the leaf blade, leaving the upper epidermis intact. Large 
areas of windowpaning will give fields a “frosted” appearance. Scouting should 
be initiated in areas where birds are feeding or when dead patches begin to 
appear in the crop. When scouting during times armyworms are not feeding 
(midday to afternoon), be sure to dig through the thatch layer and check the 
base of plants. Detection of frass (insect excrement) is also a sign that 
armyworms may be present in a field. 

Scout for armyworms by vigorously ruffling the grass and carefully counting the 
larvae that fall to the ground in a one-square-foot area. Treatment decisions 
should be determined on thresholds from individual fields. The LSU AgCenter 
threshold for armyworms in forage or pastures is one worm per sweep or two 
or more worms per square foot. Producers should scout at least 10 random 
areas in a field with a few samples coming from dense vegetation because 
moths prefer these areas.  

Insecticide choices for armyworm control are numerous. When choosing an 
insecticide, a producer should take into consideration grazing or harvest 
restrictions, residual activity and local availability. Many of the newer 
chemistries have little to no grazing restrictions, and products can vary widely 
in price. Products with longer residual activity may be worth the extra expense 
if armyworm pressure is high. Remember that grass that has been cut, grazed 
or is growing rapidly may not have much insecticide residue left. 

Pyrethroid insecticides are faster acting than insect growth regulators (IGR) and 
work well on small to medium worms.  IGR’s and diamide compounds will have 
longer residual activity than pyrethroids. Also, if a pyrethroid application is 
made and a rain event occurs, consider that a non-application. If a field is 
primarily infested with large worms, an IGR will have little effect. 
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July 2021 Events 
13: Beef Brunch Educational Series 
Webinar – Managing Common 
Weeds in Pastures and Hay 
Meadows 
 
16: Beef Cattle Forum and Dr. 
Temple Grandin Seminar - 
Alexandria 
 
23: Beginner Cattleman Program – 
Forage/Pasture Management & 
Hay Production 
 
August 2021 Events 
10: Beef Brunch Educational Series 
Webinar – Late Summer Forage 
Management 
 
 

 

 

 

 



Can I Feed My Bulls Cottonseed? 
Dr. Ashley K. Edwards, LSU AgCenter 

Recently we have received a few calls from producers concerned about whether cottonseed in their bulls’ diets will 
result in decreased conception rates. The short answer is “not if you’re feeding it in the appropriate amount.” But what 
causes their concern? Gossypol.  

What is gossypol? 

Gossypol is a toxic, yellow pigmented compound found in almost all parts of the cotton plant, including the seeds, 
stems, leaves, and roots. Importantly, the highest concentration of gossypol may be found in cottonseed. Decades of 
data illustrate that it is toxic to monogastrics (pigs, horses) and pre-ruminants (young ruminants without a developed 
rumen). Because of this, you will see nutritionists suggest not feeding cottonseed to young calves that are less than 300-
400 pounds. Although results vary, it has also been shown to decrease fertility levels of mature males when fed at a high 
enough concentration.  

 

Why do producers want to feed cottonseed?  

Cottonseed is often readily available in Louisiana and across the southeast United States. It is high in both crude protein 
(CP) and total digestible nutrients (TDN). On average, cottonseed offers 24% CP and 95% TDN. Its high energy level is 
partially due to its approximate 20% fat content. It should be noted that fat content of beef cattle diets should be 
around 5% or less to avoid decreased rumen function and reduced animal performance.  

 

How much is acceptable to feed? 

Due to its high fat content, nutritionists will often recommend feeding cottonseed to mature animals at a rate of 0.5% of 
their body weight or less than 20% of total intake. This will average 5 to 6 pounds of cottonseed fed per day for mature 
beef cows. In the case of bulls, results from research done at Texas A&M University in the 1950-1970s showed 
decreased fertility when cottonseed was fed at 40% or more of the bulls’ diet. This is double the normal feeding 
recommendation for beef cattle.  

 

Conclusions for Feeding Cottonseed to Bulls 

Many producers like to err on the side of caution. It is common to find veterinarians and specialists recommending to 
not feed your bulls cottonseed prior to the start of the breeding season. This simply helps eliminate the potential of 
reduced fertility. Once you turn bulls out with cows for the breeding season, they can consume the same ration as the 
rest of the herd. Be sure to keep cottonseed at the rate of 0.5% of their body weight or no more than 20% of their diet. 
It will take a couple of months for a decrease in fertility to begin from consuming gossypol, so an average 60-75 day 
breeding season should not be affected.  

Please reach out to your local extension agent, veterinarian, or me with any questions. 

 

References: 
University of Georgia Cooperative Extension. Is Cottonseed Going To Make My Bulls Infertile? 2018. 
 
North Carolina State University. Potential for Gossypol Toxicity When Feeding Whole Cottonseed. Matt Poore and Glenn 
M. Rogers, DVM. 1998. 



Remember Sun Safety in the Field 
Long days outside in the warm glow of summer can be a serious hazard. In recent years, scientists have found that 
environmental pollution depletes the earth’s ozone layer that protects the surface from the sun’s harmful ultraviolet 
radiation. Researchers also are learning more about the relationship between these invisible sun rays and various forms 
of skin cancer and diseases such as eye cataracts. 

Skin cancer is the most common form of cancer in the United States. The American Cancer Society estimates that 
annually two million new cases of basal cell or squamous cell cancer will be found, but most of these will be treated 
successfully. They also estimate that melanoma, the most dangerous skin cancer, will affect 75,000 people with 9,000 
cases resulting in death. Persons with light skin are 10 times more likely to have it than persons with darker skin, but 
anyone can get skin cancer, regardless of skin color. 

These trends have serious implications for farmers and others who spend much of their working hours outdoors. 

For more information visit https://store.extension.iastate.edu/product/4993 

 

Sens. Stabenow, Crapo Lead Bipartisan Bill to Help Address Shortfall of 
Veterinarians in Rural Areas 
Friday, June 25, 2021, WASHINGTON – Senator Debbie Stabenow (D-MI) and Senator Mike Crapo (R-ID) have introduced 
bipartisan legislation to address the shortfall of veterinarians in rural areas. The Veterinary Medicine Loan Repayment 
Program Enhancement Act would help meet the growing demand for veterinarians nationwide by eliminating taxes on 
programs that encourage veterinarians to practice in underserved areas. 
  
 
“Veterinarians provide essential support for the agricultural economy in so many rural areas and small towns in Michigan 
and nationwide,” said Senator Stabenow. “But too many places lack the veterinary services they need. This bipartisan bill 
will provide incentives for veterinarians to practice in underserved areas, where quality veterinary care is needed to ensure 
healthy livestock and a safe food supply.” 
 

For more information visit https://www.stabenow.senate.gov/news/stabenow-crapo-lead-bipartisan-bill-to-help-
address-shortfall-of-veterinarians-in-rural-areas 

 

Beef Brunch Educational Series 
The Beef Bruch Educational Series has been developed by LSU AgCenter Livestock Specialists and Agents to reach 
producers, consultants, landowners, research, extension, and other industry members. Beef Brunch includes both 
monthly webinars and bi-weekly news updates that bring pertinent information to producers and related industry 
personnel. These events allow the LSU AgCenter to present research-based information, management guidelines, 
educational opportunities, and industry news to clientele throughout the state. 
 
Website: https://www.lsuagcenter.com/beefbrunch 
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCD67S84m-f1sptMCc4H-ioQ 
Spotify: https://open.spotify.com/show/4KairYeSwuxxwLfVIX5Nry 
Anchor Podcast: https://anchor.fm/beefbrunch 
Apple Podcast: https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/beef-brunch-educational-series-lsu-agcenter/id1523727228 

All past webinars and news updates can be found on the Beef Brunch website and YouTube channel. For more 
information regarding the Beef Brunch Educational Series, contact Ashley Edwards at akedwards@agcenter.lsu.edu. 



Grinding Through Fed Cattle Supplies 
Dr. Derrell S. Peel, Oklahoma State University Extension Livestock Marketing Specialist 

The latest USDA Cattle on Feed report showed a June 1 feedlot inventory of 11.699 million head, almost unchanged year 
over year from 11.671 million head in 2020; and fractionally lower than the June 1, 2019, level of 11.728 million head.  
May marketings were 1.87 million head, up 23.4 percent year over year and down 9.7 percent from the May 2019 level.  
Feedlot placements in May were 1.911 million head, down 6.9 percent year over year and down 7.4 percent from 2019 
levels.  The placement number was slightly smaller than expected but within the range of pre-report estimates, while 
the marketings and on-feed totals were very close to expectations.   

The big question is whether the feedlot situation is improving to a point where the fed cattle market can emerge from 
the capacity cap that has limited the market in 2021.  The answer is that, yes, the situation is improving but we are not 
quite there yet.  The February 1 on-feed total was the highest of any month since February 2006 and reflected the 
buildup of feedlot inventories carried over from pandemic disruptions last year.  Feedlot inventories have dropped by 
3.4 percent from February to June, the largest decrease in that period since 2012.  The average change in feedlot 
inventories from February to June in the five years from 2016-2020 has been a slight increase of 0.3 percent.   

 
Figure 1 shows the twelve-month moving average of feedlot inventories.  This provides a longer-term view of the feedlot 
situation by removing seasonal variation and allowing month-to-month comparisons of average feedlot inventories for 
the previous 12 months.  Since March of this year, the twelve-month moving average has been at record levels, 
increasing each month.  The most recent value for June 2021 is higher again at another record level.  This shows that the 
feedlot industry has not yet turned the corner to begin reducing average feedlot inventories.  I expect this will happen in 
the next month or two.  The decline in monthly feedlot inventories since February is encouraging and represents 
progress in moving to cyclically smaller feedlot production.   

The current fed cattle market will show improvement faster than the moving average in Figure 1 (which takes time to 
reflect changing conditions) and that appears to be happening.  Cash fed cattle prices last week averaged $122/cwt., the 
highest level in eight weeks.  Barring some new disruption, feedlot inventories should drop below 2020 (and 2019) levels 
in the next month or two and remain there going forward.   However, the ongoing drought could represent such a 
disruption if dry conditions force feeder cattle into feedlots sooner than usual.  Drought could slow down the process of 
tightening beef supplies in 2021 but increased cowherd liquidation would lead to even smaller supplies in the coming 
years.  Overall cattle market conditions are still expected to improve year over year in the second half of the year.  
However, current challenges are somewhat more severe and taking longer to clear than earlier expected.  Market 
conditions are very dynamic now and the next few weeks may determine the tone of markets for the remainder of the 
year. 



Herd Health Spotlight 
Anaplasmosis is a disease of cattle that is caused by the blood parasite Anaplasma marginale. This organism infects red 
blood cells, which leads to anemia. This disease is endemic in some parts of Louisiana, meaning that it occurs regularly 
and is basically “native” to the area. Anaplasmosis causes economically significant losses due to deaths, abortions, 
decreased milk production and loss of body condition.   

Anaplasmosis is transmitted by insects or people. Horse flies and some species of ticks are the main insect vectors. 
Spread by other biting flies (such as stable flies), horn flies and mosquitoes is unlikely but possible during severe 
infestations. People can spread anaplasmosis through reuse of needles and improper cleaning of instruments during 
dehorning, castration or tattooing. In one study, when a needle was used on an infected cow, the next animal had about 
a 60% chance of getting infected if the same needle was used. 

For more information visit https://www.lsuagcenter.com/articles/page1625232612874 and visit with your herd 
veterinarian. 

 
 
 

        

Week of Week of Week of
Data Source: USDA-AMS Market News 6/25/2021 6/18/2021 6/19/2020

all grades, live weight, $/cwt  $     122.84  $     120.03  $     100.78 
all grades, dressed weight, $/cwt  $     195.87  $     190.69  $     160.70 
Choice Price, 600-900 lb., $/cwt  $     312.20  $     329.72  $     220.34 
Choice-Select Spread, $/cwt  $      34.41  $      37.22  $      11.62 
Mississippi statewide market average, M&L #1-2, $/cwt  $     152.16  $     149.43  $     139.38 
Missouri statewide market average, M&L #1-2, $/cwt  $     162.43  $     156.82  $     145.79 
Oklahoma City market average, M&L #1-2, $/cwt  $     157.94  $     151.33  $     138.00 
Corn, Kansas City, $/bu  $        6.32  $        6.48  $        3.39 
Corn, Pine Bluff, AR, $/bu  $        5.42  $        5.70  $        3.35 
DDGS,Iowa, $/ton  $     177.50  $     187.50  $     128.50 
Soybean Meal, Rail, Central IL, $/ton  $     365.30  $     374.90  $     290.30 
Cottonseed Meal, Memphis, $/ton  $     327.50  $     335.00  $     247.50 
Whole Cottonseed, Memphis, $/ton  $     380.00  $     380.00  $     210.00 
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