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New Antibiotic Restrictions Coming in June of 2023 
Christine B. Navarre, DVM – LSU AgCenter 
Resistance to antimicrobial drugs (Abx) is a major threat to both human and 
animal health. The Abx we currently have are not working as well as in the past, 
and new Abx are unlikely to be discovered. Abx use in both humans and animals 
contributes to the development of resistance. Using Abx judiciously can help slow 
the rate at which resistance develops and keep these life-saving products 
working longer. There are many ongoing efforts to combat resistance in both 
humans and animals. The most recent change that impacts animals is the Food 
and Drug Administration’s (FDA) guidance for industry #263, which directs 
pharmaceutical companies to change over-the-counter (OTC) antimicrobial 
drugs (for both companion and food animals) to prescription status (Rx). This 
guidance goes into effect on June 11, 2023.  

Examples of products impacted are: 

•Oxytetracyclines (example: injectable Liquamycin LA-200, Bio-Mycin 200) 

•Penicillins (example: penicillin G procaine) 

•Sulfa-based antibiotics (example: Albon and Sustain calf boluses) 

With these changes all Abx purchases will need a prescription from a licensed 
veterinarian with which the producer has a valid veterinary-client-patient-
relationship (VCPR). This makes acquiring animal Abx in line with how it works in 
people. Here is the definition of a VCPR in the Louisiana Veterinary Practice Act: 

Veterinarian-Client-Patient-Relationship exists when:  

1. the veterinarian has assumed the responsibility for making medical judgments 
regarding the health of the animal(s) and the need for medical treatment; and  

2. the client (owner or duly authorized agent) has agreed to follow the 
instructions of the veterinarian; and 

3. the veterinarian has sufficient knowledge of the animal(s) to initiate at least a 
general or preliminary diagnosis of the medical condition of the animal(s). This 
means that:  

a. the veterinarian or associate veterinarian has recently seen and is 
personally acquainted with the keeping and care of the animal(s) by 
virtue of an examination of the animal(s) and/or the animal's records, 
and/or by medically appropriate and timely visits to the premises where 
the animal(s) are kept; or 
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b. the veterinarian has agreed to serve as a consultant to the licensed, primary care veterinarian with whom the 
client and patient have established a relationship which meets the criteria of Subparagraph a above; and  

c. the primary veterinarian is readily available for follow-up in the event of adverse reactions of the failure of the 
regimen of therapy. 

In practical terms this means producers can’t just walk into a veterinary clinic and purchase prescription drugs without a 
prior VCPR established. Those who already have a VCPR with a veterinarian are unlikely to notice much of a change. Those 
producers who don’t already have a VCPR will have to establish one.  

This will likely necessitate a farm visit to get established. The veterinarian will want to become familiar with the 
management and health of the animals on a given farm or ranch. After that it’s up to the veterinarian’s judgment to 
determine what “medically appropriate and timely visits to the premises where the animal(s) are kept” means.  

Once a prescription is obtained, producers can purchase Abx from their veterinarian or a distributor. Some local feed and 
farm supply stores may still stock these to sell to producers with a prescription. But because of the legal requirements to 
do business as a pharmacy, many of these stores will likely choose not to carry these products.  

While the deadline is June of 2023, the products affected may start to disappear now as stores choose not to restock. 
PLEASE do not go out and stock up on these products. You are likely to end up with too much product that then expires 
and is no longer effective. And you may limit access to someone who needs a product while they are working to establish 
a VCPR with their veterinarian.    

Livestock producers that don’t have an existing VCPR need to work on establishing the VCPR now prior to the deadline. 
Get a plan in place with the veterinarian for getting access to appropriate antimicrobial products to address animal health 
issues when a veterinary visit is not feasible or not considered necessary by the veterinarian. 

With a few exceptions, livestock diseases respond better to newer Abx that are already prescriptions. And in general, they 
are lower volume, require fewer doses, are more tissue friendly and have fewer residue risks. All of this, including judicious 
use, are recommended in the Beef Quality Assurance program. It’s good for livestock health, product safety and quality, 
and the future health of people. 

 

Marketing Your Beef Workshop 
Ashley K. Edwards, PhD – LSU AgCenter 
 
The LSU AgCenter will be hosting a “Marketing Your Beef” workshop from 8:30 AM to 4:00 PM on Friday, July 22nd at the 
State Evacuation Shelter in Alexandria. This event is FREE to everyone, but an RSVP IS REQUIRED. You may attend virtually 
or in-person. Lunch will be provided to in-person attendees courtesy of the Louisiana Beef Industry Council. If you plan to 
attend virtually, a link will be emailed to you after you complete the online registration. If you plan to attend in-person, 
the State Evacuation Shelter is located at 8125 Hwy. 71. South Alexandria, LA 71302. 
 
Topics include:  
– The Products People Want                                                                                              
– Laws and Regulations of Selling Beef 
– Harvesting and Processing Beef 
– Managing and Evaluating Finished Cattle 
– Assessment of Quality and Yield Grades 
– Marketing vs. Selling Your Beef (A Producer Panel) 
 
You can register by using the QR code on the attached flyer or by going to 
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=mFBLgAiZ30ucBrPfd3VjqurYx8LXPJNBjg3wKnR5CmNUOVFVVFF
GSEFLRlRSMFhKWkw3WVFDRk5FQy4u. Registration is set to close on Monday, July 18th.  
 
For more information or to become a vendor at the event, please contact Ashley Edwards at 
akedwards@agcenter.lsu.edu or 512-818-5476. 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=mFBLgAiZ30ucBrPfd3VjqurYx8LXPJNBjg3wKnR5CmNUOVFVVFFGSEFLRlRSMFhKWkw3WVFDRk5FQy4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=mFBLgAiZ30ucBrPfd3VjqurYx8LXPJNBjg3wKnR5CmNUOVFVVFFGSEFLRlRSMFhKWkw3WVFDRk5FQy4u


Fall and Winter Pasture Considerations  
Wink Alison, PhD – LSU AgCenter 
 
Why overseed warm-season grass pastures with annual cool-season forages? Perennial warm-season grasses such as 
bermuda and bahia are the base forage crops used in pastures throughout Louisiana but are dormant for extended periods 
of the year. Overseeding these pastures with annual cool-season forages such as ryegrass and/or clovers can extend the 
grazing season and/or improve quality of available forage. Overseeded annual cool-season grass or legumes do not 
provide much forage in the fall and early winter so if early season forage is the objective these forages should be planted 
on a prepared seedbed. Growth of overseeded forage crops increases rapidly in mid to late winter and into the spring. 
These overseeded crops should provide adequate growth for relatively heavy grazing for 75 to 100 days. Timing of 
significant growth relates well with nutrition demands of late winter calving cows. 
 
The two factors most related to stand failure with overseeded cool-season forages is planting too early or having too much 
standing residue at the time of planting. Planting of cool-season annuals needs to be delayed until at least early October 
when night temperatures are low enough to minimize warm-season grass growth. Soil moisture near the surface needs 
to be adequate for germination and seedling development and actively growing warm-season grasses can rapidly deplete 
soil moisture and result in seedling death. The warm-season grass needs to be mowed or grazed close before seeding 
cool-season annuals. Annual ryegrass and clovers can be successfully established in a sod without tillage but the seed must 
reach the soil. A heavy residue of standing plant material will reduce stand establishment by hindering seed reaching the 
soil surface and by shading emerging seedlings. Productivity of annual ryegrass is not impacted by planting method.  
Research has shown annual ryegrass provided similar forage amounts throughout the season when overseeded using a 
no-till drill or simply broadcast on a closely mowed perennial grass sod. 
 
Small grains can provide considerable forage in fall and early winter and can be advantageous when seeded into a tilled 
seedbed. Since fall and early winter growth is minimal when no-till overseeding into perennial warm-season grass, the 
small grains, cereal rye, oats, and wheat do not provide a distinct advantage over annual ryegrass. Small grains do not 
persist into late spring so could be beneficial if an objective is to minimize any detrimental effect on early growth of the 
warm-season grass. To successfully overseed with small grains they should be planted with a drill, or the existing sod 
should be tilled at least lightly before planting. 
 
Using the proper seeding rate is always an important component for establishing a productive stand of any forage crop. 
Forage production from overseeded annual ryegrass increased as seeding rate increased from ten to forty pounds per 
acre in a 3-year study in Louisiana.  There was no indication forage yield could be enhanced more by increasing seeding 
rates above 40 pounds per acre.  The improved forage production from increasing seeding rate was primarily a result of 
increased yield during late winter. So, if some increase in available forage in early February is an objective increasing 
seeding rate from 30 to 40 pounds per acre may be warranted. 
 
With rising nitrogen fertilizer costs there has been increased interest for including clovers in pasture systems. Clovers can 
provide high quality forage without nitrogen fertilization but response to climatic conditions tends to be more restrictive 
than that for grasses. There are several clover species to consider and understanding production differences can help 
decisions concerning which to use.  Following is a brief description of several clover species: 
 
Arrowleaf clover provides late season forage, with primary growth in April and continuing into May.  It does not tolerate 
wet soils so must be planted in well drained areas. 
 
Ball clover is a relatively short season clover providing most of its growth in March and early April. It is a prolific reseeding 
clover. 
 
Berseem clover has a long productive season, from late winter into May, and is best adapted on heavier (more clay) soils 
and can tolerate wetter conditions. 
 



Crimson clover provides earlier forage production than most other clovers and also needs to be planted on well drained 
sites. 
 
Red clover is considered a short-lived perennial in more northern areas but acts more as an annual clover in Louisiana. It 
provides forage well into the summer months if moisture is adequate.  This is an upright growing clover and persists better 
under rotational stocking or hay management. 
 
White clover is another clover with a long forage production season.  It provides forage well into the summer if moisture 
is adequate. This is a relatively low growing clover and will tolerate close grazing and wetter soils. 
 
Cool-season annual forages can benefit livestock production through extended grazing seasons or providing high quality 
forage.  These forages can be successfully established and utilized even in warm-season perennial grass pastures.  It is 
important to understand the management necessary for successful establishment and utilization of overseeded cool-
season grasses.  Although there are limitations from overseeded forages, the potential benefits from cool-season annual 
grasses should provide an incentive to consider utilization of these forages in many livestock management systems. 
 
Contact the Extension Agent in your Parish for suggested varieties of each of these species and management practices. 
 

Cattle and Beef Markets 2022:  The Second Half 
Derrell S. Peel, PhD – Oklahoma State University 
 
The first half of 2022 is in the books.  The general direction of cattle and beef market forecasts for this year has not changed 
but annual forecasts have been modified by the way the first half of the year has played out; with implications for a 
significantly different second half of the year.   If the forecasts are to be realized, several factors will be significantly 
different in the third and fourth quarters compared to the first half of the year. 
 
Beef production is projected to decrease year over year in 2022 from last year’s record level.  The magnitude of that 
decrease has been trimmed back compared to earlier forecasts with current estimates for beef production to decrease 
roughly one percent in 2022.  Beef production in the first half of 2022 is up about one percent, meaning that production 
in the second half of the year is projected to drop more sharply and is forecast to decrease nearly four percent year over 
year for the remainder of the year. 
 
Lower beef production going forward implies that cattle slaughter will decrease as well. Cattle slaughter is currently 
forecast to decrease by 1.0 percent for the year. In the first half of the year, total cattle slaughter has been up by 1.4 
percent year over year.  The increase is due to more female slaughter with total cow plus heifer slaughter up 4.5 percent 
in the first half of the year.  Thus far, increased female slaughter more than offsets the 1.6 percent year over year decrease 
in steer plus bull slaughter.  Total cow slaughter is up 6.1 percent so far this year with decreased dairy cow slaughter, 
down 3.1 percent year over year so far, partially offsetting the 14.6 percent year over year increase in beef cow slaughter.  
For the remainder of the year, total beef cow slaughter is likely to remain higher year over year by double-digits and total 
cow slaughter is likely to increase by five to six percent year over year.  This means that reduced cattle slaughter will be 
realized by less steer and heifer slaughter. 
 
Reduced fed slaughter for the remainder of the year implies reduced feedlot marketing rates.  Feedlots, as of June 1, had 
record inventories of cattle on feed which seems to be at odds with the idea of reduced marketings in the coming months.  
However, feedlots have been placing larger numbers of lightweight cattle which leads to more days on feed and slower 
turnover rates…in other words, slower marketing rates. Feedlots will work through current inventories in the second half 
of the year.  May placements were down by the largest year over year monthly decrease since last September.  Smaller 
placements in the coming months will lead to lower feedlot inventories by the end of the year unless drought forces even 
larger numbers of cattle into feedlots. 
 



Exactly how continuing drought, reduced forage production and high feed prices will impact cattle and beef markets in 
the coming months remains uncertain.  Nevertheless, the second half of 2022 is shaping up to look significantly different 
than the first half of the year.   
 

SAVE THE DATE! 
The Northeast Region Beef & Forage Field Day will be held at J&S Cattle in Bastrop, LA on Thursday, September 15, 2022. 
Registration will begin at 8:30 a.m. and conclude with a working cow horse demonstration after a provided lunch. We are 
finalizing the agenda and a flyer will be available soon. Hope to see you there! 
 

 
 
 

        
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

Week of Week of Week of
Data Source: USDA-AMS Market News 7/1/2022 6/24/2022 7/2/2021

all grades, live weight, $/cwt  $     144.55  $     143.67  $     123.89 
all grades, dressed weight, $/cwt  $     235.22  $     229.73  $     198.27 
Choice Price, 600-900 lb., $/cwt  $     265.70  $     266.05  $     290.83 
Choice-Select Spread, $/cwt  $       23.62  $       20.25  $       21.84 
Mississippi statewide market average, M&L #1-2, $/cwt  $     171.52  $     158.83  $     147.91 
Missouri statewide market average, M&L #1-2, $/cwt  $     181.39  $     177.31  $     176.43 
Oklahoma City market average, M&L #1-2, $/cwt  $     180.64  $     178.54  $     158.23 
Corn, Kansas City, $/bu  $         7.56  $         7.94  $         6.84 
Corn, Country Elevators, AR, $/bu  $         6.70  $         7.02  $         5.71 
DDGS,Kansas, $/ton  $     268.00  $     269.00  $     190.00 
Soybean Meal, Rail, Central IL, $/ton  $     478.70  $     451.60  $     353.40 
Cottonseed Meal, Memphis, $/ton  $     365.00  $     365.00  $     327.50 
Whole Cottonseed, Memphis, $/ton  $     450.00  $     450.00  $     375.00 

5-Area Fed 
Steer

Boxed Beef
500-600 lb. 

Feeder 
Steer Price

Feed 
Grains

July - August 2022 
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