
Louisiana is projected to plant a little over one million acres of soybeans in 2011.    

Strong exports and demand for soybeans continue and soybean acres may increase 

throughout the planting season.  The acres planted will probably be limited by weather.  

If the weather is favorable, we could see up to 1.25 million acres of soybeans planted.  

Each year seems to present different problems for production, hopefully this will be the 

year without one.   

In Louisiana, approximately 60% of the acres are planted to maturity group 4’s and 35% 

of the acres to maturity group 5’s.  The remaining 5% is planted to maturity group 3’s 

and 6’s.  Then trend has been toward maturity group 4’s.  

Soybean planting got started early this year with a few acres being planted in late 

March.  As planting continues to progress, the question always arises – What is the op-

timum plant population? 

Too dense a plant population reduces yields, encourages diseases and lodging and 

increases seed cost.  When calibrating planters, use seed per foot as your guide rather 

than pounds of seed per acre.  In the following table, the estimated pounds per acre 

should be used only to calculate how much seed to buy.  Because of varietal difference 

in seed size, as well as seasonal variation within lots of the same variety, planting rates 

can be misleading if expressed in pounds per acre.  The following rates are recom-

mended: 
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Soybeans Planting Underway Throughout Louisiana 

Ronnie Levy, Ph.D., LSU AgCenter 

Row Width Seed/ Plants/ Estimated Population 

(Inches) Row Foot Row Foot lbs.Acre in 1000s 

36-40 8-9 6-8 35 78-104 

30-32 6-7 4-5 40 78-104 

20-24 5-6 4-5 45 104-130 

7-10 4-5 3 70 104-130 

Broadcast 5-6/sq.ft. 3/sq.ft. 75-90 150 

Late 

Planting 

  4/sq.ft. 80-100 200 

When planting is delayed until June 15 or later, the amount of vegetative growth that the 
plant produces becomes more critical.  It is important to choose varieties that grow rap-
idly in a short time.  When blooming starts, most vegetative growth ceases in determi-
nate varieties.  Maturity Group VI soybeans should be used when planting after June 1.  
When planting late, seeding rates should be increased to compensate for reduced veg-
etative growth.  

 

The following chart can be used to determine your plant population per acre.  For multi-
ple planters per row, count all plants on the row for 10 ft.  Check several areas of the 
field to get a good representative sample. 



Page 2  Volume 2 ,  Issue 4 

 



Louis iana  Crops Newsle t ter Page 3  

Expectations From Temik 15G Alternatives in Cotton  

Rogers Leonard, Charles Overstreet, and Steve Micinski, Ph.D.’s, LSU AgCenter 

KEY POINTS: 

► Limited supplies of Temik 15G are available in 2011.  

► Insecticide-treated seed should be used at planting. 

► Heavy nematode infestations should be managed with soil fumigants.  

► A combination of products is necessary for broad spectrum pest management. 

 

By now the entire cotton industry should be aware that Bayer Crop Science has voluntarily terminated production of 
Temik 15G.  Following a 2010 agreement with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), Bayer CropScience had 
agreed to phase-out Temik® with final production in 2012.  After that date, existing stocks could have been used for the 
next couple of years. Bayer Crop Science  was still committed to short-term production of the product and actually had 
re-worked a production facility in West Virginia that was necessary to produce the active ingredient in Temik 15G. How-
ever, a lawsuit was recently filed against Bayer Crop Science with the goal of blocking the reopening of the facility.  Un-
fortunately for the cotton industry, these legal challenges were successful and, it has decided to close the facility and 
immediately end production of Temik 15G.  This means that only the existing supplies of Temik 15G are available for the 
2011 season.  Rough estimates are that very few of the cotton acres intended to be treated with Temik 15G will have 
access to the product.    

 

Fortunately, the Louisiana cotton industry does have alternatives that can provide insect and nematode control close to 
that we have historically observed with Temik 15g.  These products and their spectrum of pest activity are listed in Table 
1.   These products can be categorized as nematicides, insecticide seed treatments (IST’s), insecticide + nematicide 
seed treatments, soil insecticide, and foliar sprays.  As this information suggests none of these products generally 
demonstrate the broad spectrum efficacy of Temik 15G.     

 

The LSU AgCenter recommends that all of the cotton acreage be treated for early season insect pests and those fields 
with severe nematode problems should managed with a nematicide.  If fields have nematode problems, they should be 
treated for both pests (insects and nematodes).  For 2011, this is a brief summary of our recommendations:  

 1)  Insecticide seed treatments have become very popular and are used in many situations as a core IPM strate
 gy at the time of planting.   IST’s have been variable in their performance usually due to expectations of long 
 residual efficacy.  Foliar sprays are necessary if cotton seedling development is slowed and reproduction of 
 thrips is occurring. The recommended action threshold for applying foliar sprays to control thrips infestations is 
 when immature thrips first appear on seedling cotton before the fifth true leaf stage.  The critical timing of foliar 
 insecticide sprays is prior to the second true leaf stage. 

 

   2) Insecticide + nematicide seed treatments have been offered by the cotton seed industries for the last several 
 years and can perform well against low infestations of nematodes.  The insecticide component is generally the 
 same as that previously discussed in the first recommendation. 

 

 3)  For heavy infestations of nematodes, the only pesticide treatments that demonstrate consistent efficacy are 
 the soil fumigants.  These products are expensive, have application restrictions, and do not express any insect
 cidal   efficacy on above-ground insect pests.  For broad spectrum control, an insecticide is still required.  The 
 most cost-effective use of these products has been in a site-specific application rather than treating the entire 
 field. These areas can be identified by zone or grid sampling for nematodes, ECa information, yield history, and 
 personal experience in individual fields. 

 

 4) There has been interest in an old organophosphate insecticide, Thimet 20G.  This product is still labeled, but 
 has not been used much in recent years. Its efficacy was similar to that of Temik 15G against insects, but there 
 was a danger of phytotoxicity under adverse weather conditions and a negative interaction with some pre- emer
 gence herbicides.  Care should be taken when using this product. Thimet 20G is not effective against nema
 todes. 
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 5)  Most producers are aware of the early season foliar insecticides used for thrips control (acephate, Bidrin, 
 dimethoate).  These products generally are used as foliar sprays in combination with the IST’s to extend the win
 dow of effective thrips control.  One additional foliar treatment that has helped to protect plants from nematodes 
 Is Vydate.  This product has limited efficacy on thrips and aphids, but applied prior to first square, it can provide 
 an additional tool against nematodes.           

 

Unfortunately, there is no stand-alone treatment to achieve broad spectrum pest control in cotton, and combinations of 
these products must be used.  Consult the LSU AgCenter website for specific spray recommendations and restrictions.  
Always read and follow pesticide label directions. 

 

 

 

Table 1. Temik 15G Alternatives and Pest Spectrum. 
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Potassium Part 2 – Soil K and Fertilizer Potash  

  John S. Kruse, Ph.D. LSU AgCenter 

Major row crops such as corn and cotton take up signifi-
cant quantities of potassium (K). Fortunately, the vast ma-
jority of it is utilized in the plant vegetative structures and 
not in the grain or lint. The result is that most plant K is re-
turned to the soil as crop residue and is available to subse-
quent crops as residues decompose. That fraction of soil K 
that was once in the plant residue is now in the soil organic 
matter, and is mostly available for crop use. Most soil K is 
found in and around the clay fraction of soils, and that is 
why some soils ‘provide’ K in abundance, while others are 
chronically deficient in this vital nutrient. As with many 
things in life, it is not only a matter of quantity but quality.  

 

Quantity: Sandier soils that are relatively low in clay con-
tent generally have lower levels of soil K. The reverse is 
true, as soils with high clay content generally have higher 
levels of soil K, but not all K found in the clay fraction may 
not be readily available to a crop in need of it.  

 

Quality: The type of clay found in a soil has a large impact 
on potassium availability. Potassium is naturally abundant 
in many Louisiana soils because these soils are rich in K-
bearing minerals such as micas and feldspars. As these 
minerals weather they release K, and the faster they 
weather, the more quickly K is released, and some miner-
als weather more easily than others. For example, if you 
have ever seen a marble tombstone that is more than 100 
years old, it is often difficult to read the inscription due to 
weathering over time. Contrast that with granite head-
stones that are just as old, yet the inscriptions are still very 
readable because they have not weathered as much. 
Some soil clays such as illite can actually trap K in be-
tween the clay layers, making it unavailable for plant use. 
Some Louisiana soils may be rich in soil K, but so slowly 
available that fertilizer K is still needed to meet crop de-
mand. 

Potassium deficient corn leaves. Note the chlorosis that 

will result in necrosis of edges of lower leaves as K is 

translocated to newer, developing leaves. The midrib usu-

ally remains green. (Photo courtesy of Purdue University) 

Leaf bronzing in cotton due to possible potassium deficien-
cy. This soil was thought to have adequate K, but newer, 
higher yielding varieties may be demanding more K than 
older varieties, leading to transitional deficiencies. 

 

Fertilizer K: Most potash is applied in Louisiana as granular 

muriate of potash (0-0-60) in the fall. If soils are sandy in 

nature with low organic matter and low cation exchange 

capacity, then switching the potash application to spring 

prior to planting is recommended so that potash will not 

leach during the winter. Potash does not normally leach 

from soils with higher clay content, but if a soil is known 

(from the soil survey) to have illite clay that can fix potassi-

um, then a spring application is better than a fall applica-

tion. Most Mid-South Extension Services have not normally 

recommended foliar applications of potassium due to a 

lack of crop response, but Southeastern States such as 

Georgia that grow cotton on very sandy Coastal Plain soils 

have documented crop response to liquid potassium nitrate 

applied prior to first bloom. Potassium nitrate is a salt, so 

caution should be taken to not apply too much in a single 

application and to use plenty of water per acre.  
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KEY POINTS: 

►Southern green, brown, and rice stink bugs can be 
pests of wheat.  

►Significant injury only occurs during the milk - 
dough stages of grain development. 

►Treatment is rarely needed and action thresholds are 
high (1-3 bugs/10 grain heads). 

►Infestations are usually concentrated on field bor-
ders. 

►Do not treat unless absolutely necessary to prevent 
flaring true armyworms.  

For the past two-three weeks, I have received several calls 

on infestations of stink bugs in Louisiana wheat fields.  Alt-

hough stink bugs may migrate into fields during any growth 

stage, they typically only damage plants during grain devel-

opment.  Infestations prior to this period should have no 

effect on final grain yield or quality.  Three common spe-

cies including the southern green stink bug, brown stink 

bug, and rice stink bug (Figure 1A-C) comprise the stink 

bug complex found in Louisiana wheat fields.  Most people 

scouting wheat fields are familiar with the first two because 

these insects are found in many crops including field corn, 

cotton, and soybean later in the season. The rice stink bug 

has been the most common species described this year 

and is easily distinguished from the others by being consid-

erably smaller in size, long, with a thin body, and forward-

projecting spines on its shoulders.  Rice stink bugs primari-

ly feed on the seed of native grasses such as barnyard 

grass and are common pests of rice and grain sorghum.  

Stink bug populations may be variable across the field and 

it is especially important to scout well around field margins.  

Stink bug infestations in wheat are usually the highest 

along field margins and populations there may be 3-5x 

higher than that level only a short distance from the edge.  

On occasion, border sprays to manage the initial immigrat-

ing infestation have been justified and the remainder of the 

field has required no treatment.   

Stink bugs can directly injure the wheat plants by piercing 

each developing grain and removing plant fluids.  This type 

of injury directly reduces grain weight.  Wheat plants are 

most sensitive to stink bug feeding injury during the milk 

stage.  As the seed mature to the soft dough stage, the 

potential to cause injury and yield loss decreases.  During 

the hard dough stage, they are not likely to cause any sig-

nificant injury even at high infestations.  Wheat grain quality 

does not appear to be as susceptible to stink bug injury as 

rice, so the primary economic loss is due to a reduction in 

harvested seed weight. 

The action thresholds (AT) to initiate insecticide treatments 

for stink bug control in wheat are relatively high compared 

to many other crops. During the milk stage, 1 bug / 10 grain 

heads is a reasonable threshold to initiate treatment.   Dur-

ing the soft dough stage, the AT should be increased to 2-3 

bugs/ 10 grain heads.  Although there is no direct reference 

for field sampling with a sweep net, I would estimate that 2-

3 bugs/sweep would be a level to become concerned about 

during the milk stage.    

Several insecticides are recommended for control of stink 

bug pests in wheat.  The most common insecticides are the 

pyrethroids. Consult the LSU AgCenter website for specific 

spray recommendations and restrictions.  Be aware that 

many of these products have a long (15-30 days) pre-

harvest interval. Always read and follow pesticide label di-

rections. 

 

Stink Bugs Migrating Into Winter Wheat Fields  

Rogers Leonard and Steve Harrison, Ph.D.’s, LSU AgCenter  

   

A CA B 

Figure 1. A. Southern green stink bug, B. Brown stink bug, C. Rice stink bug. 

(Photographs by J. L. Moore)  
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KEY POINTS: 

► Chinch bugs are annual pests of field corn seed-
lings. 

► Insecticide-treated seed or soil insecticides are ef-
fective at-planting treatments.  

► High and persistent numbers can damage older 
plants (18 inches tall and V8 stage). 

► Mating adults or the presence of nymphs indicates 
insecticide efficacy has decayed. 

► Base treatment decisions on infestation levels, crop 
vigor, and the local environment.  

► Aerial application of insecticides can be incon-
sistent.  

Chinch bugs have historically been a common seedling 

pest of field corn prior to the widespread adoption of insec-

ticide-treated (Gaucho, Cruiser, Poncho) corn seed.  These 

products have worked very well in reducing potential injury 

from this pest.   However, the residual efficacy of the insec-

ticide seed treatments (IST) is limited and satisfactory effi-

cacy against seed and seedling pests will only persist for 

about three-four weeks after planting.  If the rate of the IST 

is increased above the standard dose (250 rate) or a soil 

insecticide is used in addition to the IST, then the residual 

efficacy is usually extended.  All of the preventative insecti-

cide treatments used at planting (IST’s and soil insecti-

cides) are systemic and the insects must feed on the plant 

before dying.  The presence of a few adults in the field sug-

gests an active migration is occurring and may not mean 

insecticide residual efficacy has completely decayed.  In 

fact, I have observed several fields where dead or dying 

adults were observed on the soil surface after a brief feed-

ing period.  However, the presence of mating adults or 

nymphs is a strong indication that the infestation has been 

present in the field for several days and the insecticide is 

no longer effective.  Chinch bug adults may immigrate from 

alternate hosts into adjacent corn fields.  This migration 

may occur well-beyond the period in which IST’s or soil 

insecticides are capable of providing protection.    

Adults and nymphs (Figure 1) are plant sap feeders and 

attack the stems and roots of seedlings.  Infestations are 

usually concentrated at the root zone just below the soil 

surface or behind the lower leaf sheath on plants. In 

droughty weather conditions, chinch bugs may be found on 

roots that are exposed in heavy soils with cracks.  Heavy 

infestations cause the lower leaves to turn yellow, red, and 

brown (Figure 2).  Heavily injured plants may be stunted 

and appear to be drought stressed.  If heavy infestations 

are not managed and allowed to persist, seedlings may 

lodge from excessive feeding and eventually die. Field corn 

plants experiencing stress from moistures deficits or herbi-

cide injury are most susceptible to injury from this pest.  

Usually after the seedlings have advanced to V6-V8 and 

are taller than 18 inches in height, only excessive chinch 

bug infestations will cause significant injury.  However, 

even on these older plants chinch bug infestations may 

require management, especially if multiple stresses are 

affecting plant development. Usually, a rainfall event or 

supplemental irrigation to remove moisture limitations will 

reduce the impact of chinch bugs.  

The Louisiana action threshold is reached when five or 

more adult chinch bugs are found on 20 percent of seed-

lings less than 6 inches tall. Infestations on larger plants 

require a judgment decision based upon infestation levels 

(no. infested plants and no. bugs/plant), crop vigor, and 

Chinch Bug Management in Field Corn 

Rogers Leonard and Fangneng Huang, Ph.D.’s, LSU AgCenter 

Figure 1.  Chinch bug life stages (adult –nymph – egg)  
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Diseases can be found in Louisiana corn fields every year, 
but their impact on grain quality and yield is dependent on 
several variables. Therefore, the decision to apply a fungi-
cide should be based on a solid understanding of disease 
initiation and development. Diseases commonly found in 
corn in Louisiana include common and southern rusts, 
smut, and northern corn leaf blight. Other diseases that 
occur less frequently are ear and stalk rots, gray leaf spot, 
and southern corn leaf blight. While these diseases never 
develop to statewide damaging levels in most years, dis-
ease incidence and severity in individual fields may warrant 
a fungicide application. However, before applying a fungi-
cide, several factors need to be considered. These include: 
disease identification, environmental conditions favoring 
disease development, and the relationship between dis-
ease severity and yield loss. 

 

Identification and Development 

 

Common Rust 

Common rust usually can be found every year in Louisiana. 
This disease is caused by the fungus Puccinia sorghi. In 
some fields signs of this disease can be present early in 
the growing season. Common rust is usually the first dis-
ease present in Louisiana corn, but subsides when temper-
atures exceed 77oF. Initial infections occur from wind-
blown spores from corn-producing areas in tropical and 
sub-tropical regions of the world. This disease usually does 
not cause yield loss in Louisiana corn.  

Conditions favoring development: 

Temperature: 60-77oF 

Moisture period: 6 hours of leave wetness or high relative 
humidity 

 

Symptoms 

This disease can be found in fields prior to tasseling.  Spor-
ulation on the leaf surface can occur within 7 days after 
infection. Pustules are elongated, ragged looking and occur 
on the upper and lower leaf surfaces. Spores with pustules 
are cinnamon-brown in color. In some cases, pustules oc-
cur in bands because of infections that occurred while the 
leaf was in the whorl. 

Managing Diseases in Louisiana Corn 

Boyd Padgett, Ph.D., LSU AgCenter 

Image 1- Common Rust 

local environmental conditions.  If a foliar rescue treatment 

is warranted, the best application is with ground equipment 

using high water volumes (15-20 GPA), and sprays di-

rected at the base of the plant.  Successful control with aer-

ially-applied treatments can be inconsistent especially with 

low volumes. The recommended products included several 

pyrethroids, chlorpyrifos (Lorsban), and carbaryl (Sevin). 

For several years, the most consistent treatment was bifen-

thrin (generics, i.e. Brigade) at rates of 1 gal/ 25-30 acres.  

If the products must be applied by air, treat late in the even-

ing. Consult the LSU AgCenter website for specific spray 

recommendations and restrictions.  Always read and follow 

pesticide label directions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2. At right- Field corn seedling with severe  

injury from chinch bugs.  Observe the discoloration 
(reddening) on the stem.   
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Southern Rust 

Southern rust, caused by the fungus Puccinia polysora, is 
also present in Louisiana corn. Similar to common rust, 
initial infections are caused by wind-blown spores. This is a 
warmer-season rust compared to common rust and usually 
occurs late season and does not have adequate time to 
impact yield. However, this rust is very aggressive and if 
disease epidemics initiate early (prior to or at tasseling), 
yields could be reduced. 

Conditions favoring development 

Temperature: 80-90oF 

Moisture: High relative humidity or abundant rainfall 

 

Symptoms 

Southern rust produces small circular to oval pustules and 
contain orange to light brown spores. The spores are light-
er in color when compared to spores associated with com-

mon rust. Pustule size is usually smaller and less ragged 
looking than those produced by the common rust patho-
gen. Pustules are more abundant on the upper leaf surface 
and can also be found on the leaf sheath when disease is 
severe. 

 

 

Northern Corn Leaf Blight 

Northern corn leaf blight is caused by the fungus Exserohi-
lum turcicum. This disease was present at damaging levels 
in some fields during the 2010 growing season. The dis-
ease can be found in Louisiana corn fields during mid-
season (tasseling/flowering) and, in some cases, can 
cause yield loss. The fungus can survive on infected corn 
debris left on the soil surface from the previous growing 
season. Therefore, the risk to this disease increases in 
fields where reduced-tillage practices are used and corn is 
planted continuously. Corn debris from the previous sea-

Image 2- Common Rust pustule 

Image 3– Southern rust  

Image 4– Southern Rust 

Image 5– Southern Rust 
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son provides inoculum for disease initiation and establish-
ment. Spores produced on this debris are disseminated by 
wind and rain splash infecting the current crop. Subsequent  

infection results from spores produced within lesions on the 
current crop. There are several races of this pathogen. 
Therefore, the effectiveness of genetic resistance may vary 
depending on the races present in a particular field. 

 

Conditions favoring development 

Temperature: 60-90oF 

Moisture: 6-18 hours 

 

Symptoms 

Lesions of Northern corn leaf blight usually begin in the 
lower canopy and progress upward. Lesions begin as small 
elliptical or spindle shaped lesions. Mature lesions can be 
six inches in length and about ½ to 1 inch wide. The le-
sions are grayish green in color. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Less Common Disease and Abnormalities 

 

Gray Leaf Spot 

Gray leaf spot is caused by the fungus Cercospora zeae-
maydis. The fungus can overwinter on infected corn debris 
from the previous season. Therefore, risk to disease is in-
creased when corn is continuously cropped  where re-
duced tillage allows debris to overwinter.  

 

Conditions favoring development 

Temperature: 70-85oF 

Moisture: Repeated moisture over 11 or more hours OR 
high relative humidity  

(95% or more) 

 

Symptoms 

Initial lesions are rectangular, small, necrotic, with yellow 
halos. As lesions mature, they expand and turn gray where 
the fungus may sporulate on the underside of the leaf. 

 

 

Smut 

This disease is caused by the fungus Ustilago madis and is 
generally not thought to impact yield. This disease is usual-
ly present at very low levels in every corn field, and is most 
severe when actively growing tissue of young corn is 

Image 7 –Northern Corn Leaf Blight 

Image 6– Severe Symptoms on lower canopy 
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  % Defoliation% Defoliation% Defoliation% Defoliation 

Growth StageGrowth StageGrowth StageGrowth Stage 10101010 20202020 30303030 40404040 50505050 60606060 70707070 80808080 90909090 100100100100 

Tassel 3 7 13 21 31 42 55 68 83 100 

Silked 3 7 12 20 29 39 51 65 80 97 

Silks Brown 2 6 11 18 27 36 47 60 74 90 

Pre-Blister 2 5 10 16 24 32 43 54 66 81 

Blister 2 5 10 16 22 30 39 50 60 73 

Early Milk 2 4 8 14 20 28 36 45 55 66 

Milk 1 3 7 12 18 24 32 41 49 59 

Late Milk 1 3 6 10 15 21 28 35 42 50 

Soft Dough 1 2 4 8 12 17 23 29 35 41 

Early Dent 0 1 2 5 9 13 18 23 27 32 

Dent 0 0 2 4 7 10 14 17 20 23 

Late Dent 0 0 1 3 5 7 9 11 13 15 

Nearly Mature 0 0 0 0 1 3 5 6 7 8 

Table 1. Estimated % corn grain yield loss due to defoliation at various growth stages.  

Adapted from the National Crop Insurance Service’s ‘Corn Loss Instruction’ to represent the leaf collar growth staging 
method. Included in the Mississippi State University, Grain Crops Update June 4, 2010, Erick Larson.  

wounded. The fungus overwinters on infected corn debris 
from the previous growing season or in the soil (for many 
years). The fungus is NOT seedborne, as is the case with 
some smuts in other crops.  

 

Symptoms 

Symptoms can occur on foliage and ears and  are very 
evident. Individual kernels enlarge and are silvery gray in 
color. Diseased kernels can be cut in half to reveal black 
sooty spores. 

 

Purple leaf sheath 

Each year this abnormality can be found in some corn 
fields within the state. THIS IS NOT A DISEASE.  While 
fungi and bacteria are associated with this condition, this is 
not harmful to the plant. The purple discoloration on the 
stalk and leaf sheath results from colonized (fungi and bac-
teria) pollen that is lodged between the sheath and stalk.  

 

Risk and Management 

Risk to disease is influenced by several factors including:  
genetic resistance, tillage practices, planting date, and en-
vironmental conditions. Plant debris left on the soil surface 

(no-till or reduced-tillage production systems) harbors dis-
ease pathogens which increases the risk to disease. Later 
planted corn can also heighten risk to southern rust and 
possibly common rust. A favorable environment will always 
increase risk; therefore, it is important to know what condi-
tions favor disease development. 

 

The first line of defense for managing corn diseases should 
be selecting a disease-resistant variety. When resistance is 
not available, a fungicide may be needed. However, when 
disease is not present a fungicide is not necessary. Anoth-
er factor to consider is when disease epidemics initiate rel-
ative to crop growth stage. The potential for yield loss is 
high when disease develops prior to tasseling and condi-
tions remain favorable for development during the growing 
season. When disease initiates after tasseling, the poten-
tial for disease loss decreases. Therefore, a fungicide may 
not be needed even in the presence of disease. 

 

The relationship of yield and defoliation can be found in 
table 1 adapted from the National Crop Insurance Service 
‘Corn Loss Instruction’. 
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May 2-7-Ag Magic-Parker Coliseum, Baton Rouge 

 

Jun 28 Northeast Research Station Pest Management and Crop Production Field Day, St. Joseph, LA 

 

Jun 30 LA Rice Research Station Field Day, Crowley, LA 

 

Jul 7-10 Louisiana Farm Bureau Federation Annual Meeting, New Orleans Marriott, New Orleans, LA 

 

Jul 18-20 Southern Cotton Ginners Assoc. summer meeting, Peabody Hotel, Little Rock, AR 

 

July 28 Dean Lee Research Station Field Day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Upcoming  Calendar Events for 2011 

NEW!! 

July 28  

Dean Lee Research Station Field Day 

Registration begins at 8:00am  

 

Additional information to follow in next 
Louisiana Crops Newsletter 



 Parish  County Agent Phone  Email 
 Acadia    Barrett Courville   337-788-8821  bcourville@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Allen    Randall Bellon   337-639-4376  rbellon@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Avoyelles  Rob Ferguson  318-308-4191  RFerguson@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Beauregard    Keith Hawkins  337-463-7006   khawkins@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Bossier         

 Caddo   John Levasseur  318-226-6505  JLevasseur@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Calcasieu   Tommy Shields   337-475-8812  tshields@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Caldwell   Jim McCann  318-649-2663  JMacann@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Cameron   Tommy Shields   337-905-1318  tshields@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Catahoula  Glenn Daniels  318-336-5315  GDaniels@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Concordia  Glenn Daniels  318-336-5315  GDaniels@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Desoto        

 East Carroll  Donna Lee  318-282-1292  DRlee@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Evangeline  Keith Fontenot  337-363-5646  KFontenot@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Franklin   Carol Pinnell-Alison  318-267-6713  CPinnell-Alison@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Grant   Matt Martin  318-627-3675  MMartin@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Iberia    Blair Hebert   337-369-4441  bhebert@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Iberville    Kellee Lassiter   225-687-5155  klassiter@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Jeff Davis   Allen Hogan   337-824-1773  ahogan@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Lafayette   Stan Dutile   337-291-7090  sdutile@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 LaSalle    

 Madison   R.L. Frasier  318-267-6714  RFrasier@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Morehouse  Terry Erwin  318-282-3615  TErwin@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Natchitoches       

 Ouachita  Richard Letlow  318-282-2181  RLetlow@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Pointe Coupee  Miles Brashier  225-281-9469  MBrashier@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Rapides   Matt Martin  318-473-6605  MMartin@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Red River  Joshua Salley  318-932-4342  JSalley@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Richland   Keith Collins  318-355-0703  KCollins@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 St. Charles   Rene’ Schmit   985-785-4473  rschmit@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 St. Landry  Vincent Deshotel  337-831-1635  VDeshotel@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 St. Martin   Alfred Guidry   337-332-2181  aguidry@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 St. Mary   Jimmy Flanagan   337-828-4100  jflanagan@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Tensas   Dennis Burns  318-267-6709  DBurns@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Vermilion   Stuart Gauthier   337-898-4335  sgauthier@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Washington   Henry Harrison   985-839-7855  hharrison@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 West  Baton Rouge  Louis Lirette   225-336-2416  llirette@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 West  Carroll  Myrl Sistrunk  318-267-6712  MSistrunk@agcenter.lsu.edu 

  West  Feliciana  James Devillier  225-635-3614   jdevillier@agcenter.lsu.edu 
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Specialists  

Soybean  Ron Levy 318-473-6523 

318-290-8747(cell) 

rlevy@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Cotton and Feed Grains  John Kruse 318-473-6522 

318-229-8180(cell) 

jkruse@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Weeds  Bill Williams 318-334-36309(cell) bwilliams@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Weeds Daniel Stephenson 318-308-7225(cell) dstephenson@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Entomology  Rogers Leonard 318-435-2157 

318-334-0147(cell) 

rleonard@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Nematodes  Charlie Overstreet 225-578-2186 coverstreet@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Pathology  Boyd Padgett 318-435-2157 

318-614-43541(cell) 

bpadgett@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Pathology  Clayton Hollier 225.578.4487  

225.281-9365 (cell) 

chollier@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Economics  Kurt Guidry 

Ken Paxton 

225-578-3282 

225-578-2763 

kmguidry@agcenter.lsu.edu 

kpaxton@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Ag Economics and  

Agribusiness 

Kurt Guidry 225-578-3282 kmguidry@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Fertility  J Stevens 318-427-4408 

318-308-0754(cell) 

jstevens@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Soybeans 

Cotton, Corn, Sorghum 

Corn, Grain Sorghum, 
Cotton. Soybeans 

Corn, Grain Sorghum, 
Cotton weed control. Soy-
beans 

Cotton, Corn, Soybean,  
Grain Sorghum 

All agronomic crops 

Soybean, Corn, grain Sor-
ghum  

Soybean, Corn, grain  

Sorghum  

Cotton 

Soybean and Feed Grain 

marketing 

All agronomic crops 

Specialty Responsibilities Name Phone Email 

Entomology  Soybean, Corn, Grain 
Sorghum 

Jack Baldwin 225-578-1634 jbaldwin@agcenter.lsu.edu 
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