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Agbiosciences is an industry often overlooked in this country.  It is an industry that 
was, and remains, instrumental in the growth of the United States.  Unlike other 
sectors, agbiosciences is poised for growth on the back of scientific and technologi-
cal advancements that provide powerful new tools for innovation and new product 
development. 
 
The nation’s Land-grant University Extension Service and Experiment Station System 
continues to leverage advancements in modern science and technology to address 
crucial national and global needs through efforts in research and development, prac-
tice improvement, skills enhancement, and new technology introductions, dissemina-
tion and adoption.  This science and industry sector is fundamental to the survival of 
the world’s expanding population, the food security of our nation, and the health of 
our population.  Equally important, agbiosciences provide a path to economic growth 
for the United States built upon domestic renewable resources like feedstocks for 
fuels, chemicals, fibers and industrial materials.

The Land-grant University Extension Service and Experiment Station System’s South-
ern Region1 has considerable diversity in its agronomic, forestry and fisheries produc-
tion profile. As a result, the Southern Region’s agbioscience industry and its associ-
ated impacts account for a major part of the overall regional economy.  Agriculture, 
forestry, and fisheries production generates $240 billion in regional economic activity 
and supports over 2.2 million jobs with labor income totaling $62 billion, underscor-
ing the importance of the tie between the Land-grant University Extension Service 
and Experiment Station System and agriculture’s significant contribution to the 
economy and other quality of life factors.  

This active system of agricultural production and advanced value-added manufactur-
ing places the Southern Region among the global leaders in both traditional agricul-
tural economic activity and a leader in emerging areas of the modern bioeconomy. 
The downstream processing of agriculture, forestry, and fisheries output into value-
added food and industrial products adds an additional $1 trillion in output across the 
Southern Region’s economy, and almost 4.6 million jobs 
with labor income totaling over $200 billion.

The Southern Region’s Extension Service and Experiment Station System does not 
simply exist to recirculate state, local and federal funds through expenditures—their 
primary purpose is to conduct research, develop new technologies and practice inno-
vations, and to disseminate knowledge and recommendations into their served 1com-
 1 The Southern region includes 13 states and two U.S. territories, including: Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, 
Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, Oklahoma, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, 
Virginia, Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands.



munities to enhance economic and social well-being.  The Extension Service and Experiment Station System 
generates significant impact by:

	 •Sustaining	and	growing	agbioscience	production	and	related	business	enterprises
	 •Creating	value-added	food	products	and	services	to	promote	better	health	and	nutrition
	 •Ensuring	a	safe	food	supply
	 •Fostering	ecological	and	environmental	stewardship	and	natural	resource	management
	 •Serving	as	an	agent	of	innovation	that	catalyzes	economic	growth
	 •Catalyzing	the	industrial	bioeconomy	(fuels,	chemicals,	materials)	to	foster	economic	diversification,		 	
  value-added product development, and energy independence
	 •Building	stronger,	healthier,	economically	sustainable	communities
	 •Developing	human	capital.

It is evident that the Southern Land-grant Extension Service and Experiment Station System is having powerful 
impacts on the region’s economic growth and on economic and social sustainability.  The System is on the front-
line of sustaining and securing the region’s leadership and competitiveness in what is, and will be, a sector of core 
strategic importance.

The impact of the System’s programs and expenditures represent a significant return on investment for federal, 
state and local funding sources.  As a result, these institutions should be considered priorities for future strategic 
investment	and	development	given	their	importance	in	realizing	the	intrinsic	growth	potential	of	agbiosciences	
for the U.S. and regional economies.

For a full report, visit this link, www.LSUAgCenter.com/SouthernAgbioscienceImpact


