
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Project Learning Tree Promotes “No Child Left Inside” 
 
In a day where Smartphones and Ipads are not far from our side at any given moment, spending time with a tree may 
not be too enticing.  Project Learning Tree, a globally acclaimed environmental education program, strives to reduce 
this “nature deficit disorder.”  Through PLT workshops, PreK-12 and other educators receive training and model 
hands-on activities to use with their students.  The activity guide and other resources participants receive are great 
tools for teachers to confidently teach about the environment. 

 
A fifth grader who becomes a part of a “tree factory” and along with classmates makes noise and motion based on 
the various tasks of each of the factory sections…that student will have a better understanding of plant xylem, 
phloem and cambium than a student who simply reads about plant parts and looks at an illustration. 
 
We all learned about the water cycle by looking at the cycle picture with the clouds, rain, running water from the 
mountain stream to the ocean which then provided evaporation back to the clouds.  In addition to this, what if a 
student became a water molecule, starting in the ocean and traveled to various stations such as cloud, animal, plant, 
groundwater, stream, etc. as directed by rolling dice with various outcomes.  When the student arrived at the next 
water molecule destination, he or she rolls the dice again for the next outcome.  The student makes a water 
molecule journey of about 10 iterations, keeping a journey log along the way.  By becoming a part of the cycle, this 
student will have a better understanding.  These are just two examples from the PLT PreK-8 Activity Guide which has 
96 activities.  Additionally, PLT has several high school modules and an Early Childhood Education Guide. 
 
The national sponsor for PLT is the American Forest Foundation, and in Louisiana, PLT is co-sponsored by the LSU 
AgCenter, Louisiana Department of Agriculture & Forestry and the Louisiana Forestry Association.  A network of 
volunteer facilitators conducts 20-30 workshops each year, training 500-700 educators.  Education majors are trained 
in their methods courses at many of our universities including LSU, LSU-Shreveport, ULL, NSU, Southeastern and Holy 
Cross College.  Teacher in-service workshops are also offered for school faculties or at the parish-wide level. 
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The Louisiana PLT steering committee meets about three or four times a year to address program needs and plan 
accordingly.  A silent auction during the LFA annual meeting is the annual fundraiser for PLT.  Also, in conjunction 
with PLT, the annual Forestry Teachers’ Tour is conducted each June to give interested educators a more in-depth 
look at forestry in Louisiana. 
 
If you would be interested in serving on the Louisiana PLT steering committee, becoming a facilitator to help conduct 
workshops, or attending an educator workshop, please contact Ricky or Cindy Kilpatrick – 
rkilpatrick@agcenter.lsu.edu or cindykil4@gmail.com, 318/965-2326. 
 

Ten Ways to Improve Wildlife Habitat1 
 

1. Leave Strips – Leaving strips of mature forests along the borders of clearcuts, streams, roads, etc., can 
provide a mature forest component useful to many species.  Especially important is the retention of 
hardwood trees, particularly mast producers such as oak and hickory.  These species of trees provide an 
important fall and winter food source for numerous wildlife species.  State Best Management Practices 
(BMPs) often dictate the size of leave strips along streams to protect water quality.  These buffers along 
streams also provide important wildlife habitat. 

 
2. Snags – Snags, or standing dead trees, are important to many species such as cavity nesting birds 

(bluebirds, woodpeckers, wood ducks, etc.), mammals (squirrels, raccoons), and as perches for many 
songbirds and raptors.  Researchers have estimated snags are important for 85 species of birds and 49 
species of mammals, reptiles, amphibians, and invertebrates combined.  Snags can be left in clumps along 
the edges of stands, etc.  Some living trees may be left to provide snags for the future.  It is recommended 
to leave at least two snags per acre, with larger snags better than smaller ones. 

 
3. Down Wood – Related to snags, down wood (logs/limbs on the ground) provides important ground cover 

and/or foraging areas for amphibians, reptiles, birds, and small mammals.  When a stand is harvested or 
thinned, leaving debris scattered about and not piling/burning can help provide this needed habitat 
component. 

 
4.  Prescribed Burning – Prescribed burning of pine forests is beneficial to many species, especially wild 

turkey, northern bobwhite, and several species of songbirds and reptiles.  Prescribed burning stimulates 
growth of nutritious wildlife food plants and promotes habitat conditions preferred by many species. 
Prescribed burning also will help control competing vegetation within intensively managed tree farms.  
Burning can be accomplished during January – March (dormant season) or June – August (growing 
season).  Burning between March and June may negatively impact ground nesting birds, such as turkeys, 
although this is not a confirmed problem.  Burning is recommended on a 3-year cycle. 

 
5. Herbicide Use – Herbicides are commonly used in forestry today.  Use of these chemicals can be tailored 

to improve wildlife habitat.  When possible, use a banded or spot application of herbicides.  This reduces 
vegetation in spots or strips, creating a mosaic of habitat conditions.  This patchiness is beneficial to many 
species including deer, northern bobwhite, songbirds, and several mammal species.  Operators also may 
consider leaving an untreated buffer around the edges of the stand to increase habitat diversity. 

 
6. Harvest/Thinning – On a larger area composed of several to many different stands, scheduling harvesting 

to avoid harvesting adjacent areas at the same time will increase habitat diversity.  Not harvesting an area 
next to one harvested within the past 5 years will avoid creating large areas of similar habitat.  By having a 

                                                            
1 From Weyerhaeuser’s Tree Growing Times Newsletter, Vol. 12, No. 3, Fall 1998.   
   Darren A. Miller, Ph.D., Weyerhaeuser Timberlands Wildlife Biologist. 
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mosaic of cut/uncut areas, a great diversity of habitat conditions is provided, which will provide needed 
habitat for many different species.  Limiting clear cuts to less than 150 acres or so also may add to this 
diversity.  Thinning pine stands also is very beneficial to wildlife.  Thinning allows ground story 
development and provides habitat for many different species as time after thinning progresses.  Thin as 
early as possible to decrease the time a stand spends in a closed canopy situation.  A closed canopy 
decreases sunlight penetration thus negatively impacting growth and desirable wildlife plant species. 

 

7. Roadsides – Maintaining roadsides in early successional (forbs, grasses) native plant communities also will 
increase habitat diversity.  These areas provide important foraging areas for northern bobwhite, wild 
turkey, deer, and numerous songbirds.  Bushhogging or mowing these areas is preferred to using 
herbicides.  Avoid mechanical disturbance to these areas until late July or early August to prevent 
accidentally running over white-tailed deer fawns.  To provide greater habitat diversity, varying mowing 
schedules so that some areas are mowed every year, some every second year, and some every third year.  
It would be best to set up such a mowing schedule along a relatively short (100 yards) stretch of road.  
Simply mow every 30 yards or so every third year.  This provides several vegetation stages in close 
proximity that will create habitat for songbirds, small mammals, rabbits, and quail. 

 
8. Openings – In areas with few openings, maintenance of log landings and other open areas in grasses and 

forbs will benefit many species.  Although food plots will provide seasonal food for deer and turkeys, they 
cannot provide for year-round needs.  Instead, maintain the area in grasses and forbs by mowing, 
following a schedule similar to that for roadsides. 

 
9. Gates – Much of wildlife management is people management.  Use of locked gates can decrease human 

access and decrease opportunities for road hunting and poaching.  Gating roads is vital if wildlife is being 
attracted to roadsides via habitat management (i.e., roadside mowing).  In pine plantations in Mississippi, 
wild turkeys heavily used gated spur roads for brood-rearing areas.  Gating can only reduce disturbance to 
wildlife using roadsides. 

 
10. Hunting – Although it sounds odd, providing hunting opportunities can help wildlife.  The presence of 

hunters during the fall can decrease the opportunities for poachers and trespassers.  Leasing land to 
hunters not only can provide additional income, but gives club members a reason to help protect the 
wildlife on “their” lease and help out with habitat improvement projects.  Be sure the hunters you are 
leasing to are ethical and will abide by your rules as well as the state game laws. 

 
Another important consideration is liability insurance.  As a member of the Louisiana Forestry Association, 
landowners and hunting clubs can get coverage for a very reasonable price.  If you are a leasor or lessee for hunting 
or other wildlife purposes, and don’t have insurance, be sure to check into this through the LFA. 
 

New Pesticide Coordinator for the LSU AgCenter 
 
The LSU AgCenter recently hired Georgia-born Kimberly “Kim” Pope as a W. A. Callegari Environmental Center 
extensionl associate and appointed her as the new Louisiana State Pesticide Safety Coordinator. 
 
Pope attended Auburn University on an equestrian scholarship and lettered as a varsity athlete all four years of her 
education.  She graduated in 2010 with a Bachelor of Science in agronomy and soils and, subsequently, went to work 
as a research assistant for Alabama’s Pesticide Safety Education Program and Auburn’s Integrated Pest Management 
(IPM) Program. 
 
“I have been working on learning the ropes of Louisiana, traveling the state, meeting people and speaking at and 
planning recertification/certification conferences.  I have really enjoyed the Louisiana hospitality as I have gotten to 
know people throughout the state,” Pope said. 
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Pope’s responsibilities in the AgCenter include coordinating pesticide training around the state through the 
Cooperative Extension Service.  She also expects to continue her pursuit of a master’s degree while at LSU and is 
eager to begin with her programs in Louisiana. 
 
The W. A. Callegari Pesticide Safety Education Program’s webpage is:  
http://www.lsuagcenter.com/en/our_offices/departments/W.A._Callegari_Environmental_Center/pesticide_ed/. 
 

To Bears, Corn is Like Candy2 
 
Louisiana’s expanding bear population necessitates that hunters adapt their wildlife feeding methods to avoid 
problems with bears.  Foraging by bears increases in the fall as bears put on those extra pounds needed to survive 
the winter when food supplies become short.  Corn, like acorns, is a high-energy food that is like candy to a bear.  In 
areas inhabited by bears, deer hunters using corn to feed deer are also inviting bears to the candy bowl.  The best 
way to avoid attracting bears to a feeding site is simple; don’t feed with corn. 
 
Food plots are a preferred alternative to feeders.  However, for those hunters unable to develop food plots or that 
prefer to feed directly, the use of timed feeders is less attractive to bears than other methods that do not scatter the 
feed.  Bears would prefer to belly up to the buffet and scoop pawfuls of food, rather than take the time to pick up 
individual grains of corn or other food that have been scattered on the ground.  Even with the use of timed feeders, 
precautions need to be taken to prevent bears from tipping them over or breaking them open to get at the “candy” 
inside.  Feeders should be suspended out of reach or enclosed by an electric fence to discourage bears.  Feeders 
should be at least 8 feet off the ground and 4 feet away from trees or poles.  Electric fences will discourage bears, but 
it may take two strands of wire to repel both the smaller females and larger males, one strand of electric wire placed 
15 to 18 inches above ground level and the other 24 to 30 inches off the ground.  This low level electric wire fence 
can be jumped easily by deer.  To make feeders even less attractive to bears, soybeans can be used in place of corn.  
However, some bears may develop a taste for soybeans. 
 
Although bears are normally shy and not aggressive toward humans, hunters in areas with black bear populations 
may consider purchasing a dispenser of “bear spray.”  Nearly all close encounters that hunters have with black bears 
are the result of a curious bear rather than an aggressive bear.  However, bear spray is a good “insurance policy” and 
will send curious bears running. 
 
For more information on hunting around bears, or just to see how close your property may be to bear country, check 
out this website:  http://www.lsuagcenter.com/en/environment/wildlife/hunter_safety/hunting-and-fishing-around-
bears-in-louisiana.htm. 
 
Of course, even if you’re not having to worry about bears getting into your deer corn, chances are, you’ll have feral 
hogs in it!! 
 

Pond Management Seminar Set for Bossier City 
 
Due to a mild winter, we have received a much higher than normal number of calls about pond problems and 
concerns.  To address these issues, we have scheduled a Pond Management Seminar.  Dr. Greg Lutz, professor at the 
LSU AgCenter’s Aquaculture Research Station, will be presenting a seminar on pond management on Tuesday, 
September 25, from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. at the Bossier City Municipal Complex located at 620 Benton Road in Bossier 
City.  Dr. Lutz will discuss aquatic weeds, pond stocking rates, pond maintenance and management and other pond 
related issues.   
 

                                                            
2 By John Robinette, Biologist Program Manager, Dept. of La. Wildlife & Fisheries, La. Wildlife Insider Magazine, Fall/Winter 2011 

http://www.lsuagcenter.com/en/our_offices/departments/W.A._Callegari_Environmental_Center/pesticide_ed/
http://www.lsuagcenter.com/en/environment/wildlife/hunter_safety/hunting-and-fishing-around-bears-in-louisiana.htm
http://www.lsuagcenter.com/en/environment/wildlife/hunter_safety/hunting-and-fishing-around-bears-in-louisiana.htm
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If you would like to attend the pond management seminar, please RSVP at 965-2326 or rkilpatrick@agcenter.lsu.edu.   
 

Events, Thoughts and Tidbits 
 
***There has been an increased occurrence of West Nile Virus in Louisiana recently.  Some good information on the 
mosquito repellents and their effectiveness can be found at this website:  http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/in419. 
 
***If you have a black walnut tree on your place, you don't want to plant your garden nearby.  The roots of black 
walnut produce a substance known as juglone that is toxic to many plants.  Tomatoes, potatoes, blackberries, 
peppers and azaleas are just some of the plants that juglone  will injure or kill.  The root zone of the walnut tree will 
often extend twice as far as the tree's dripline, creating a huge "no fly zone" for the suceptible plants.   There are 
many plants, however, that are not affected by juglone and will live around walnut trees.   For a listing of susceptible 
and tolerant plants, check out Ohio State University Extension's Fact Sheet, "Black Walnut Toxicity to Plants, Humans 
and Horses" at this website: 
http://ohioline.osu.edu/hyg-fact/1000/1148.html 
 

***Gnats seem to be really bad this year.  I can’t seem to go outside around my house in the evening just before dark 
without coming in itching!  Here’s a gnat tip from retired LSU AgCenter entomologist, Dr. Dale Pollet.  Hats, bandanas 
and other clothing can be treated with permethrin clothing repellent as an effective way to lower annoyance.  
Several products available can be found in sporting goods stores and online for protection.  Clothing is treated and 
then allowed to dry for a couple of hours, and then you have effective protection for weeks, even with multiple 
washing.  Insect repellents containing DEET also can provide temporary relief.  Certain authorities recommend 
against wearing light-blue clothing. 
 
***If you need information about pesticide certification, study materials for the pesticide exams or information on 
the various categories, go to this website:  
http://www.lsuagcenter.com/en/our_offices/departments/w.a._callegari_environmental_center/pesticide_ed/pubs/
categorymanualslist.htm. 
 

***The Louisiana State Fair will be here before you know it!  Dates are October 25 through November 11.  The Junior 
Livestock Sale is on Halloween Day…that could be interesting!  You may see a vamp-shire hog or a here-wolf steer!  
And although she won’t be a part of the sale, there may be a ghoul-stein dairy cow lingering around!  While you’re 
there, check out AgMagic and the competitive exhibits in the LSU AgCenter Exhibit Building.  It’s your fair, so be 
there!! 
 
***There will be a workshop for arborists on September 21, at Lake D’Arbonne State Park in Farmerville.  Check the 
LSU AgCenter’s calendar for details at http://www.lsuagcenter.com/calendar/.   
 
 

Sincerely, 
 

  

      Ricky Kilpatrick      

      Ricky Kilpatrick 
      Area Forestry Agent 
 
 
It is the policy of the Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service that no person shall be subjected to discrimination on 
the grounds of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, or disability.  If you have a disability which requires 
special assistance for your participation in a meeting, please contact the Bossier Parish Extension Office at (318) 965-
2326 three days prior to the meeting. 

mailto:rkilpatrick@agcenter.lsu.edu
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/in419
http://ohioline.osu.edu/hyg-fact/1000/1148.html
http://www.lsuagcenter.com/en/our_offices/departments/w.a._callegari_environmental_center/pesticide_ed/pubs/categorymanualslist.htm
http://www.lsuagcenter.com/en/our_offices/departments/w.a._callegari_environmental_center/pesticide_ed/pubs/categorymanualslist.htm
http://www.lsuagcenter.com/calendar/
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