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“AG”solutely the Best Field Trip Ever
Schools in the Baton Rouge area should consider a ending AgMagic on

2

LSU’s campus April 3‐9. Guided tours are held from 8:30am to 12pm. Reg‐
istra on is available online at the following link
h p://www.lsuagcenter.com/sitecore/content/lsuagcenter/topics/
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kids_teens/get%20involved/agmagic.
Admission is free! This interac ve a rac on is perfect for elementary
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aged students. Students will learn how food is grown. Dig potatoes, pick
apples and oranges, play with worms, see corn, sugar, wheat and potato
crops. View live fresh and
saltwater fish. Touch, feel,
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color and play with forestry
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and pet live farm animals. If
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products, bug collec ons,
you’ve never a ended Ag‐
Magic you are truly missing
out. Live far from Baton
Rouge? AgMagic is also held
annually in conjunc on
with the state fair in
Shrevport, La.

A rac ng Bees to the Garden
Bees are important pollinators of vegetable crops. Without bees and other pollina‐
tors, we would find very li le cucumbers, melons, squash, pumpkins and gourds in
the produce sec on of the grocery store. Several types of bees (Bumblebees, Mason
bees and Honeybees) frequent Louisiana vegetable gardens. Other helpful pollinators
that do not receive as much credit include wasps, bu erflies, moths and beetles. Pol‐
linators are a racted to nectar, the sweet liquid in flowers that gives them much en‐
ergy. Bees visit the garden in the early morning and are usually gone by late a er‐
noon when temperatures rise. Keep reading on page 2.
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What’s Growing!

February
Directly Place Seed into the Garden
Beets, turnips, mustard, parsley snap
beans, potatoes & radish
Transplant into the Garden

March
Directly Place Seed into the Garden
Snap beans, Swiss chard, radish, lettuce,
collards, mustards & turnips
Transplant into the Garden
Tomatoes, peppers & eggplant

April
Directly Place Seed into the Garden
Snap beans, butter beans, radish, collards
& cucumbers
Transplant into the Garden
Sweet potato slips, tomatoes, peppers &
eggplant

Buzz on Over to the…

Pollination Celebration
September 16, 2017
9am to 3pm
Hammond Research Station
$5/ Car Entrance Fee
Many Kids Crafts & Activities
Contact
Whitney Wallace for more info

wwallace@agcenter.lsu.edu

Bees Continued...
Depending on the type of bee, they either have hairy bodies or
legs. This feature helps them pollinate flowers. When a bee
lands on a flower to drink nectar, pollen is picked up by tiny
fuzzy hairs. As bees move from flower to flower, the pollen is
dispersed and the flowers are pollinated.
Bees are attracted to gardens with flowering plants. Interplant
zinnias, sunflowers, bee balm, cosmos, salvia and more with
your vegetable plants. Remember all cucurbit crops rely heavily on insect pollination.
Further attract bees to the garden by constructing homes for
them. Mason bee houses are really easy to construct. See instructions below.
Materials Needed:

Bamboo stalks cut into 5.5-7.0in.
lengths and dried

1 soup can per student

Paper

Crayons

Scotch Tape
Mason Bee covered in pollen
Photo from the Honeybee Conservancy

Directions:
Have students arrange bamboo stalks in soup cans until the
cans are full and stalks cannot move. Students may have to
play with stalks of different widths.
Cut white paper to fit the outside of the can and use crayons to
color pictures of flowers, pollinators or other garden items to
decorate the can.
Place individual homes in
the school garden or glue
together (with a hot glue
gun) to make one large
Mason Bee home.
The cans must be situated
in the garden so that the
bamboo stalks are perpendicular to the ground.
Activity presented by
the Tangipahoa Parish
Master Gardener
Association at the 2016
Pollination Celebration
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Fundraising Idea for Your School Garden
“Jeans for Greens Day”
Area nutrition agent for West Feliciana and Livingston Parishes, Layne Langley came up with
a brilliant idea to help Bains Lower Elementary fundraise to install a fence around their school
garden. The students suffer from a pack of hungry and persistent deer! Below is what she sent
out to parents of students that participate in the garden. It’s a great concept to help raise money for the garden.

Your child works in the school garden through Play 30 with Lanya Mayer, Play 30
Coach, and Layne Langley, LSU AgCenter Area Nutrition Agent, by planting, watering,
and weeding. A highlight of the classes has included nutrition. The children have loved
tasting what they have grown. Last year, the deer found the 10 new raised gardens at
BLE and ravaged the cabbage, cauliflower, and broccoli but not before trying the cucumbers. This year they’ve already
eaten our cabbage plants and cucumbers. So, parents, please help us out!
We need a fence to keep those fourlegged “friends” out.
On, Monday, October 31
(Halloween), your child will have an
opportunity to wear jeans for “Jeans
for Greens” Day to school for $1.
Please help us raise money to get the
fence built!

Page 4

Veggie Bytes 8.1

Recipe
Ladybugs on a Log:
¼ cup dried cranberries
6 stalks of celery cut into 3-inch pieces
½ cup raspberry flavored cream cheese
Fill each celery stick with raspberry flavored cream
cheese and top with 3 or 4 dried cranberries.
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Did You Know???
Every school garden wants to attract butterflies and moths to their garden, right? Its fun watching them flit from one flower to another.
Butterflies and moths have a 4 stage life cycle: egg, larva (caterpillar), pupa (chrysalis = butterfly / cocoon = moth) and adult. The life cycle begins with the adult female laying eggs on the
host plants that are specific to its species. Once the eggs hatch, the larva survive by eating the
leaves of the host plant. A common butterfly in Louisiana is the Monarch and the larva survive
by eating the leaves of the milkweed plant. If you want Monarch butterflies, in the garden you
need to plant its host plant, the milkweed. Plant annuals and perennials like zinnias, Mexican
heather, coneflower, lantana, pentas, salvia, dianthus, and butterfly bush that bloom all spring
and summer. These plants are called nectar plants. The bright flowers will attract adult butterflies who will feed from the nectar of the flowers.

How do you tell butterflies and moths apart? Here’s some tips.
1. Most butterflies are active in the daytime and moths in the evening.
2. Butterflies are brightly colored and moths tend to have dull colors.
3. When still, butterflies hold their wings up and moths lay their wings flat.

Great Resource for School Butterfly Gardens

www.lsuagcenter.com
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Book Review!

LSU AgCenter
Growing Gardens!
Kathryn “Kiki” Fontenot, PhD
163 JC Miller Hall
Baton Rouge, LA 70803
William B. Richardson,
LSU Vice President for
Agriculture
Louisiana State University
Agricultural Center
Louisiana Agricultural Experiment
Station
Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service
LSU College of Agriculture
The LSU AgCenter is a statewide campus
of the LSU System and provides equal
opportunities in programs and
employment.
Visit Us on the Web-

www.lsuagcenter.com

Maya loves contests, so she is excited when her
teacher announces that her class will plant a
garden like Thomas Jefferson’s. They’ll also
have a First Peas to the Table contest just like
Jefferson and his neighbors had. Maya plants
her pea seeds with a secret head start—found
in Thomas Jefferson’s Garden Book. But her
friend Shakayla has plans of her own for winning the contest . . .
ISBN: 9780807524527

Tomato Growing Tips
Tomatoes are delicious! Here are a few tips for growing your best looking tomatoes.
1. Plant tomatoes in a spot that gets full sun most of the day.
2. Do not plant them too close together! Space 1.5 feet between plants.
3. Water deeply and on a regular basis.
4. Place a tomato cage over your plant. Do this at planting. When your tomato grows, it
will have something to lean on, making the stems less likely to break.
5. Look for tomato hornworms. They love to eat tomato leaves to fatten up before turning into a moth. If you see them, pluck them off and birds will usually eat them.

